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SUfViiVlARY  shewing  the  principal  general  items 
of  the  Vital  Statistics,  etc,,  for  1923, 
contained  in  the  Report. 


Area  of  the  Administrative  County 
(Census,  1921) 


1,660,948  acres. 


Population  (provisional)  Census  1921 


440,023  persons. 


Number  of  Sanitary  Districts 


33  Urban,  18  Rural, 
6 Port 
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14  Bedford  Circus, 

Exeter, 

July,  1924. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Devon  County  Council. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  tie  honour  to  present  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report, 
which  deals  with  public  health  matters  in  the  Administrative 
County  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1923.  It  has  been 
drawn  up  in  conformity  with  the  memorandum  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

There  were  55  more  births  than  in  1922,  although  the  birth 
rate  16.5  per  1,000,  was  the  same  as  that  for  the  previous  year. 
It  is  the  lowest  on  record  except  for  the  war  period.  The 
rate  was  3.2  per  1,000  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
There  were  628  less  deaths  than  in  1922,  the  rate  being  12.5  per 
1,000,  against  14. 1 for  the  previous  year  ; that  for  England  and 
Wales  being  11.6.  As  for  last  year,  the  largest  number  (825) 
of  deaths  was  attributable  to  heart  disease  ; the  next  highest  (645) 
due  to  cancer  ; then  came  tuberculosis  (455)  ; whilst  cerebral 
haemorrhage,  often  the  result  of  faulty  dietary,  alcohol  and  worry, 
caused  387  deaths.  Influenza  caused  only  78  deaths,  as  com- 
pared with  265  in  the  previous  year  ; whilst  the  number  of 
deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  were  542. 

The  infant  mortality  rate,  48  per  1,000,  has  fallen  6 points  below 
that  of  the  previous  year,  and  is  the  lowest  on  record.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  69. 

The  infectious  diseases  death  rate  is  the  same  as  that  of  last 
year,  and  the  following  Table  is  interesting,  as  showing  the 
diminution  in  the  rate  of  mortality  since  the  County  Council  set 
up  its  public  health  machinery  in  1908. 
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Cough. 
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1 1 

18 
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70 

8 

76 

1923 

15 

5 

10 

33 

21 
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40 

4 


There  were  12  less  deaths  from  tuberculosis  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  7 6 more  notifications,  the  death  rate  being  1.07 
per  1 ,000,  against  1.1  for  the  previous  year.  If  a more  speedy  decline 
in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is  to  be  accomplished,  a good  deal 
of  tightening-up  is  required  in  the  matter  of  improved  notification 
and  isolation  of  infectious  cases,  together  with  an  improvement 
in  food  supplies,  housing,  environment  and  economic  conditions. 

The  maternity  and  child  welfare  work  is  still  holding  the 
premier  position  in  preventive  medicine,  and  much  good  is  being 
done  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  county.  One  new  centre  has  been  opened  at 
IToniton  and  is  in  a flourishing  condition,  whilst  plans  have  been 
passed  for  opening  another  at  Okehampton  in  connection  with  a 
school  clinic.  Two  new  voluntary  centres  have  been  opened,  one 
at  Broadclyst  and  one  at  Stoke  Gabriel,  where  the  Health  Visitors 
give  their  assistance.  Greater  attention  is  now  being  directed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  the  better  qualification  of  midwives  in 
connection  with  the  prevention  of  maternal  mortality  and  ante- 
natal visiting,  whilst  the  welfare  of  the  toddler  (1 — 5 years  of  age) 
which  has  been  so  neglected  in  the  past,  is  receiving  greater 
care,  since  it  is  now  known  that  the  mortality  at  this  age  is  over 
one-half  of  that  of  the  infant  mortality.  We  are  still  in  need  of 
more  Health  Visitors  for  school  medical  inspection,  tuberculosis 
visiting  and  the  extension  of  maternity  and  child  welfare. 

The  incidence  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  has  altered 
little  during  the  year. 

Cancer  still  claims  an  increasing  number  of  victims  year  by 
year.  Various  suggestions  are  being  put  forward  for  its  cause, 
but  no  definite  findings  have  yet  been  ascertained.  It  is  hoped 
that,  with  the  National  campaign  now  started,  some  definite  light 
will  be  forthcoming  as  to  its  causes  and  prevention. 

In  regard  to  the  all-important  subject  of  better  housing  for 
the  working  classes,  the  policy  of  representation  of  unfit  houses 
adopted  by  your  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  has  been 
of  inestimable  value  in  bringing  home  to  local  authorities  their 
responsibilities  in  dealing  with  existing  houses  that  are  not  in 
all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation.  As  a result  of  this 
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policy  a great  many  improvements  have  taken  place  in  many 
parts  of  the  County  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  health 
and  comfort  of  many  inhabitants.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  now 
it  is  realised  that  repairs  without  entailing  the  displacement  of 
the  occupier  can  be  easily  carried  out  and  with  comparatively  little 
cost.  Sanitary  Authorities  will  continue  to  press  forward  in  this 
work.  The  plea  against  enforcing  the  carrying  out  of  necessary 
repairs  is  often  raised  that  the  landlord  cannot  afford  to  repair 
and  the  rents  are  low.  But  why  should  a person  be  allowed  to 
let  a house  for  profit  that  is  causing  ill-health  any  more  than  that 
he  should  be  allowed  to  keep  a cow  that  is  doing  the  same  ? 
The  law  has  a remedy  for  both  cases. 

The  subject  of  a cleaner  milk  supply  has  been  very  much 
before  the  public,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  as  a consequence  of 
fuller  discussion  and  experience,  that  it  will  be  realised  (i)  that  it 
is  not  so  much  a matter  of  cost  in  regard  to  buildings  and  equip- 
ment as  of  the  simple  rules  of  cleanliness  in  regard  to  the 
cows  and  milkers,  and  (2)  that  “graded  milk”  at  an  increased 
cost  to  the  consumer  is  neither  desirable  nor  necessary.  A more 
abundant  supply  is  needed  for  our  children,  especially  for  those  in 
the  rural  areas,  for  whom  at  present  it  is  often  more  difficult 
to  obtain  than  for  those  in  towns.  The  future  of  the  race 
depends  a great  deal  on  the  good  physical  condition  of  our  rural 
children,  and  this  in  turn  depends  largely  upon  an  ample  supply 
of  good  clean  milk. 

Following  the  advice  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  much  propaganda  work  in  health  matters  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  local  Press  kindly  under- 
took to  publish,  free  of  cost,  any  articles  on  the  subject,  and  foi 
this  purpose  contributions  were  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  the  different  members  of  the  County 
Medical  Staff.  These  appeared  under  the  headings  of  : — “ Milk  ” ; 
“Tuberculosis  and  Milk”;  “The  Great  White  Plague”;  “The 
Housing  Question  ” ; “ School  Medical  Inspection  ” ; “ Health  and 
Sunlight  ” ; “ The  Public  Health  Budget  ” ; “ Prevention  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  ” ; “ The  Preservation  of  Eyesight  ” ; 
“ The  Prevention  of  Cancer  ” ; “ Bottled  Sunshine  ” ; “ Helping 
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Mental  Deficients  ” ; “ The  Prevention  of  decay  of  Teeth  ” ; and 
“ Water  in  relation  to  Health.”  In  addition  the  School  Medical 
Inspectors  undertook  to  give  lectures  in  the  schools  to  parents  of 
children  at  the  close  of  the  school  sessions.  These  were  freely 
advertised,  but  probably  owing  to  the  hour  of  the  day  and  place 
of  assembly,  they  were  not  a success.  Thirty  lectures  were  given, 
but  on  an  average  only  about  14  parents  attended  each  lecture. 
These  have  now  been  abandoned,  and  lectures  are  now  offered  the 
managements  of  the  different  Women’s  institutes  with  so  far 
much  more  satisfactory  results. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  mention  some  of  the  subjects 
that  I think  Public  Health  Authorities  should  press  for  in  the 
near  future.  They  are  briefly^  : — (1)  The  desirability  of  the 
regular  periodic  medical  examinations  of  every  individual  by 
competent  physicians.  (2)  The  further  reduction  in  the  death 
rate  from  the  common  infectious  diseases  such  as  tuberculosis, 
diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  measles  and  whooping  cough.  (3) 
Prevention  of  causes  of  and  postponement  of  the  age  at  which 
deaths  occur  from  heart  disease  and  other  diseases  of  later  life. 

(4)  Further  efforts  through  research  to  solve  the  problems  connected 
with  the  causation  and  prevention  of  tuberculosis  and  cancer. 

(5)  Continued  efforts  to  prevent  and  cure  certain  diseases  of 
nutrition  and  metabolism,  such  as  diabetes,  rickets,  rheumatism 
and  gout.  (6)  Extension  of  the  educational  work  in  connection 
with  the  means  for  promoting  the  preservation  of  health  and  the 
prevention  of  disease.  (7)  Better  and  more  extensive  organisation 
of  the  ante-natal,  maternity,  and  infant  welfare  work  and  the  care 
of  the  pre-school  child  ; and  (8)  The  extension  of  work  in  mental 
and  oral  hygiene,  including  ample  facilities  for  treatment. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


GEORGE  ADKINS. 
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LIST  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 


District. 

Name 

Date 

Report 

received. 

Report 
Printed  or 
otherwise. 

1924. 

URBAN. 

Ashburton 

Dr.  E.  A.  Ellis  • 

5th  May 

Printed 

Axminster 

,,  William  Langran 

5th  June 

Printed 

Bampton 

,,  T.  A.  Fisher 

7th  June 

Printed 

Barnstaple 

,,  H.  C.  Jonas 

7th  May 

Printed 

Bideford 

,,  Ellis  Pearson 

1 2th  J une 

Printed 

Brixham 

,,  J.  F.  Falconer 

8 th  May 

Printed 

Buckfastleigh 

,,  Sydney  R.  Williams 

3rd  July 

Printed 

Budleigh  Salterton 

,,  Clarence  Beesley 

22nd  May 

Printed 

Crediton  , 

,,  H.  F.  L.  Hugo 

2 1st  May 

Printed 

Dartmouth 

„ J.  H.  Harris 

5 th  May 

Printed 

Dawlish 

,,  H.  B.  Mapleton 

25th  April 

Printed 

Exmouth 

„ Clarence  Beesley 

8 th  May 

Printed 

Holsworthy 

,,  W.  G.  Gray 

No  Report  re 

ceived 

Honiton 

,,  D.  Steele-Perkins 

14th  May 

Printed 

Ilfracombe 

,,  E.  J.  Slade-King 

1 8th  May 

Printed 

Ivybridge 

,,  W.  A.  Trumper 

23  rd  May 

Printed 

Kingsbridge 

„ W.  T.  Webb 

1 6th  June 

Printed 

Lynton 

,,  J.  M.  Courtney 

14  th  May 

Typewritten 

Newton  Abbot 

,,  H.  B.  Mapleton 

1 7th  April 

Printed 

Northam 

,,  J.  E.  Francis 

26th  May 

Printed 

Okehampton 

,,  E.  H.  Young 

24th  April 

Printed 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

,,  F.  N.  Sidebotham  . . 

2nd  April 

Printed 

Paignton 

„ R.  Julyan  George 

22nd  May 

Printed 

Salcombe 

,,  Daniel  O.  Twining 

22nd  May 

Printed 

Seaton 

,,  F.  M.  Reynolds 

10  th  May 

Printed 

Sidmouth 

,,  j.  Sheldon  Withers  .. 

12th  Feb. 

Typewritten 

South  Molton 

,,  Philip  H.  Seal 

30th  April 

Printed 

Tavistock 

,,  J.  Leslie  Watt 

12th  April 

Printed 

Teignmouth 

j,  F.  Stanley  L.  Piggott 

8th  May 

Printed 

Tiverton 

,,  R Burgess 

2nd  May 

Printed 

Torrington,  Great 

„ F.  Pridham 

22nd  July 

Printed 

Torquay 

,,  T.  Dunlop 

24  th  May 

Printed 

Totnes 

,,  H.  R.  Allingham 

20th  May 

Printed 

RURAL. 

Axminster 

Dr.  William  Langran 

5th  June 

Printed 

Barnstaple 

,,  J.  R.  Harper 

26th  April 

Printed 

Bideford 

,,  Leonard  B.  Betts 

24th  May 

Printed 

Broad  woodwidger 

„ A.  Budd 

No  Report  re 

ceived 

Crediton 

,,  L.  Powne 

14th  May 

Printed 

Culmstock 

,,  S.  F.  Huth 

26th  May 

Manuscript 

Holsworthy 

,,  W.  G.  Gray 

No  Report  re 

ceived 

Honiton 

,,  D.  Steele-Perkins 

22nd  May 

Printed 

Kingsbridge 

,,  W.  T.  Webb 

25th  April 

Printed 

Newton  Abbot 

,,  H.  B.  Mapleton 

1 6th  June 

Printed 

Okehampton 

,,  E.  H.  Young 

6th  June 

Printed 

Plympton  St.  Mary 

,,  S.  Noy  Scott 

26th  May 

Printed 

South  Molton 

,,  G.  F.  Sydenham  fdecea 

sed) 

St  Thomas 

„ L.  P.  Black 

1 6th  April 

Typewritten 

Tavistock 

„ C.  C.  Brodrick 

26th  May 

Printed 

Tiverton 

,,  John  R.  R.  Pollock 

3th  July 

Printed 

Torrington 

,,  E.  J.  Slade— King 

No  Report  re 

;eived 

Totnes 

,,  S.  C.  Jellicoe  . . 

3th  May 

Yinte 
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LIST  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH—  Continued. 


District. 

Name. 

Date 

Report 

received. 

Report 
printed  or 
otherwise. 

PORT. 

1924. 

Barnstaple 

Dr.  W.  A.  Valentine 

1 6th  June 

Manuscript 

Dartmouth  & Totnes 

,,  J.  H.  Harris 

7th  April 

Printed 

Exeter 

,,  Clarence  Beesley 

29th  Feb. 

Printed 

Kingsbridge  & Sal- 

,,  D.  O.  Twining 

No  Report  re 

ceived 

combe 

Plymouth 

M * * 

1st  March 

Typewritten 

Teignmouth 

,,  F.  Stanley  L.  Piggott 

8th  May 

Printed 

LIST  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


District. 


URBAN. 

Ashburton 

Axminster 

Bampton 

Barnstaple 

Bideford 

Brixham 

Buckfastleigh 

Budleigh  Salterton 

Crediton 

Dartmouth 

Dawlish 

Exmouth 

Holsworthy 

Honiton 

Ilfracombe 

Ivybridge 

Kingsbridge 

Lynton 

Newton  Abbot 

Northam 

Okehampton 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

Paignton 

Salcombe 

Seaton 

Sidmouth 

South  Molton 

Tavistock 

Teignmouth 

Tiverton 

Torrington,  Great 

Torquay 

Totnes 


Name. 


E.  A.  Steer 
W.  H.  Biggs 
H.  Monson 
A.  E.  Tucker 
John  Lugg 
W.  H.  Jefford 
Lionel  M.  Williams 
John  B.  Holden 
i.  J.  Loach 
Alfred  J.  Willett 
C.  F.  C.  Churchward 
James  Wilson 
Norman  Harris 
lohn  Wm.  Jones 
Herbert  J.  Karslake 
William  H.  Full 
John  Hole 
Alfred  F.  Gibbs 
Henry  Judd 
Arthur  Richards 
G.  J.  Holmes 
Ernest  Rogers 
Joseph  Crathorn 
[.  G.  Howard 
E.  W.  Skinner 
E.  St.  Leger  Whitford 
P.  G.  Cocks 
Frederick  Camble 
Norman  S.  Tucker 
John  Siddalls 
G.  Leate 

Charles  MacMahon 
R.  N.  Armstrong 


Date  Report  Received' 


192^. 

22nd  February 
28th  February 
t 9th  May 
29th  February 
23rd  February 
20th  March 
12th  February 
27th  February 
29th  February 
27th  February 
19th  March 
6th  March 
7th  February 
26th  February 
28th  February 
7th  February 
22nd  February 
30th  April 
26th  January 
22nd  March 
28th  March 
1 3th  February 
25th  March 
t 2th  June 
3rd  May 
26th  January 
1st  May 
22nd  February 
28th  February 
29th  April 
23rd  February 
29th  March 
8 th  March 
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LIST  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS — Continued. 


District. 

Name. 

| 

Date  Report  Received. 

RURAL. 

Axminster 

VV.  H.  Biggs 

1924. 

5th  March 

Barnstaple 

John  Ackland  and  David 

15th  March 

Bideford 

J.  Dean 

Henry  D.  Dack 

29th  April 

Broad  wood  widger 

James  Frayne 

8th  April 

Crediton 

Samuel  Pridham 

1 2th  February 

Culmstock 

Harold  W.  Tames 

29th  February 

Holsworthy 

Norman  Harris 

7th  February 

Honiton 

A.  J.  Redfern 

6th  May 

Kingsbridge 

Tom  Burdett 

2 1 st  February 

Newton  Abbot 

Richard  Alfred  Rogers 

7th  February 

Okehampton 

P.  R.  B.  Pearce 

29th  February 

Plympton  St.  Mary 

Wm.  Edward  Horton 

8th  May 

South  Molton 

William  S.  Gardner 

3rd  April 

St.  Thomas 

Edward  Hare  Quick 

25th  February 

Tavistock 

Thos.  Hy.  Harris 

6th  May 

Tiverton 

Robert  Ellis 

27th  February 

Torrington 

Richard  Gomer 

29th  February 

Totnes 

W.  F.  Toilet 

27th  February 

) t • • 

Wm.  Hy.  Full 

7th  February 

SANITARY  LEGISLATION. 

During  the  year  the  following  Acts  of  Parliament  having  a 
bearing  on  public  health  came  into  force 

1.  Bastardy  Act,  1923.  An  Act  to  amend  Bastardy  Laws 
and  to  make  further  and  better  provision  with  regard  to 
children  of  unmarried  parents  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith. 

2.  Housing,  etc.,  Act,  1923.  An  Act  to  amend  the  enact- 
ments relating  to  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
(including  the  amendment  and  revocation  of  building  bye- 
laws), Town  Planning  and  the  Acquisition  of  Small 
Dwellings. 
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3.  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act,  1923.  An  Act  to  amend 
the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act,  1906,  and  to  amend 
the  law  with  respect  to  employers’  liability  insurance,  the 
notification  of  accidents,  first  aid  and  ambulance. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  issued  various  Orders,  Regulations 
and  Circulars  in  relation  to  Blind  Persons,  Dangerous  Drug", 
Housing,  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Mental  Deficiency,  Midwives, 
Milk,  Small-pox,  Cancer,  Plague,  Cholera,  Tuberculosis,  Unsound 
Food,  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs,  and  Vaccination. 

8SRTHS. 

During  the  year  7,012  births  (urban  3,155,  rural  3,857)  were 
registered  in  the  County,  against  6,957,  7,658,  8,792,  5,995  and 
5,535  for  the  five  preceding  years.  The  birth  rate  was  16.5  per 
1,000,  against  16.5,  18.3,  21.3,  14.6  and  13.2  for  the  five  previous 
years. 

Illegitimate  Births. 

There  were  298  (urban  128  rural  170)  registered,  giving  a 
rate  of  4.0  per  cent,  for  the  urban  and  4.4  per  cent,  for  the  rural 
births,  with  a general  rate  of  4.2  per  cent,  for  the  County,  against 
4.6,  4.8,  4.9,  6.5  and  5.6  for  the  five  previous  years. 


TABLE  II. 

BIRTH  RATES. 


Districts. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  population. 


;i9i4  1915  i9ffi 

1 1 ! 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

i923 

Urban  . . .16.2 

15.6  14.8 

12.4 

12.3 

14  . I 

20 . 2 

17.6 

13.9 

15-3 

Rural  . . .118.1 

1 

17 .6.16.8 

14 . 1 

I4.  I 

15.2 

22./J 

18.9 

17. 1 

17 . 6 

Administrative  County  17.2 

16.6  15.9 

13-3 

13.2 

I4.6 

21.3 

18.3 

16.5 

16.5 

' 

England  and  Wales  . 22.2 

20.7  21 .6 

1 

00 

lx 

M 

I8.7 

18.5 

25-4 

22 . 4 

1 

20 . 6 

19.7 

II 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
5,286  (urban  2,723,  rural  2,563),  against  5,916,  5396,  5-292> 
5,710  and  6,270  for  the  five  preceding  years. 

The  net  death-rate  was  12.5  per  1,000,  against  14. i,  12.9,  12.9 
14.5  and  16.8  for  the  five  preceding  years. 


TABLE  III. 

DEATH  RATES. 


Districts. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  population. 


1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

I9T9 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Urban 

13. 2 

15.6 

15-9 

17 . 2 

17.4 

14.4 

13-3 

14.2 

15 .0 

13.2 

Rural 

12.4 

14 . 1 

14.7 

14.7 

16 . 2 

14.6 

12.5 

11. 7 

13.2 

11. 7 

Administrative  County 

12 . 8 

14 . 8 

15-3 

15-9 

16.8 

14-5 

12.9 

12.9 

14. 1 

12.5 

England  and  Wales 

12.4 

13.6 

14.0 

14.4 

17.6 

13.8 

12 . 4 

12. 1 

12.9 

1 1 . 6 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

By  this  is  meant  the  number  of  deaths  that  occur  among 
infants  under  1 year  of  age,  reckoned  as  so  many  per  1,000  of  the 
births  registered.  It  is  generally  held  as  the  most  delicate  index 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  sanitary  administration  of  a district  taken 
in  its  broadest  sense. 

The  rate  for  the  County  was  48,  against  54  for  the  previous 
year,  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  69,  against  77  for  1922. 
It  is  the  lowest  rate  on  record. 
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TABLE  IV. 

DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1 YEAR. 


Districts. 


Rates  per  1,000  Registered  Births. 


I9I4 

I915 

1916 

[917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

r923 

Urban 

67 

87 

74 

77 

68 

75 

53 

66 

50 

49 

Rural 

60 

81 

66 

63 

67 

76 

48 

58 

57 

47 

Administrative  County 

63 

84 

70 

69 

68 

75 

5° 

62 

54 

48 

England  and  Wales 

93 

98 

91 

97 

97 

89 

80 

83 

77 

69 

DISEASES  AMENABLE  TO  SANITARY  REGULATIONS. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  the  seven  infectious  diseases 
which  come  under  the  Notification  (Infectious  Diseases)  Act,  1889, 
These  are  small-pox,  scarlet-fever,  diphtheria,  membranous  croup, 
typhoid  fever,  puerperal  fever  and  erysipelas.  To  this  list  are 
added  measles  and  whooping-cough,  as  these  can  be  modihed  or 
prevented  by  sanitary  regulations. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

SMALL-POX. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year  in  the  port  district  of 
Plymouth,  but  this  is  the  eleventh  year  in  succession  in  which  no 
cases  have  occurred  in  the  urban  and  rural  areas.  Suspicious 
cases  have  occasionally  been  reported,  and  contacts  from  actual 
cases,  occurring  on  land  and  sea,  have  come  into  the  area.  All 
were  kept  under  observation,  after  being  visited  by  the  local 
Sanitary  or  County  Council  Medical  Staff,  and  in  some  instances  by 
specialists  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER,  ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS 
AND  ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA 

Thirteen  cases,  with  8 deaths,  against  5 and  no  deaths  for  the 
previous  year,  were  reported  in  different  parts  of  the  County. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  623  cases,  with  only  5 deaths  (urban  3,  rural  2)  • 
notified,  against  481  cases,  with  4 deaths,  for  the  previous  year 
Cases  were  reported  in  all  but  5 of  the  51  sanitary  districts. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  227  cases,  with  15  deaths,  reported,  against  459 
cases,  with  27  deaths,  for  the  previous  year,  the  percentage 
mortality  rate  being  2.8,  against  5.8,  6.1,  10.3,  6.4  and  9.2  for 
the  five  previous  years.  Cases  were  reported  in  all  but  17  of  the 
sanitary  districts. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  were  50  cases,  with  10  deaths,  notified,  against  37  cases, 
with  7 deaths,  for  the  previous  year.  The  disease  was  notified  in 
19  (urban  13,  rural  6)  of  the  51  sanitary  districts.  This  is  too 
high  a figure,  and  points  to  more  care  being  required  in  regard  to 
water  supplies  the  purification  of  shell  fish  and  general  sanitary 
environment. 

MEASLES. 

It  is  not  possible  now  to  give  the  number  of  cases  of  measles, 
but  during  the  year  43  schools,  against  27  for  the  previous  year, 
were  closed  for  this  disease,  and  33  deaths  were  registered,  against 
14  for  the  previous  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  21  deaths,  against  33  for  the  previous  year,  from 
this  disease.  School  closure  is,  at  present,  the  only  means  of 
arriving  at  any  possible  idea  of  its  prevalence.  There  were  21 
schools  closed,  against  39  for  the  preceding  year. 
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DIARRHOEA. 

There  were  40  deaths  (urban  19,  rural  21)  occurring  in  children 
under  2 years  of  age  registered,  against  33  for  the  previous  year. 
Deaths  were  reported  in  13  of  the  urban  and  in  n of  the  rural 
areas. 

INFLUENZA, 

There  were  78  deaths  (urban  25,  rural  53)  registered,  against 
265  for  the  previous  year  and  91  for  1921. 

PNEUMONIA. 

this  serious  disease  caused  244  deaths  (urban  115,  rural  129), 
against  310  for  the  previous  year  and  230  in  1921. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

There  were  10  cases,  with  8 deaths  (urban  2,  rural  6),  against 
12  cases,  with  2 deaths,  notified  for  the  previous  year,  among 
women  as  a result  of  their  confinements 


TABLE  V. 

DEATHS  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Districts. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  population. 


1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Urban 

0-3 

0-5 

0 . 4 

0 . 2 

0 . 4 

0 . 2 

o-3 

0.2 

0 . 2 

0 . 2 

Rural 

o-3 

o-5 

0 . 4 

0 . 2 

0 . 2 

0. 1 

0 . 2 

0. 1 

0 . 1 

0 . 2 

Administrative  County 

0.3 

o-5 

0.4 

0.2 

o-3 

0. 1 

0 . 2 

0. 1 

0 . 2 

0 . 2 

X'  ABLE  VII 


TUB  ERCULOSIS. 


Barnstaple 

District. 

Exeter  Districi 

c. 

Plymouth  Distric 

T. 

Insured. 

Non-insured. 

Total. 

Insured. 

Non-Insured 

Total. 

Insured. 

Non-Insured 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

0 

<u 

0 

0’ 

Male. 

Femali 

Male. 

£ 

0 

Ph 

Male. 

0 

0) 

Ph 

Male. 

75 

0 

0) 

Ph 

0 

75 

s 

75 

0 

0 

Ph 

I Male. 

1 

<3 

0 

0 

pH 

Male. 

a 

0 

0 

Ph 

Male. 

£ 

0 

Ph 

Male. 

a 

0 

0 

Ph 

New  In-patients  at  Dispensary 

New  Out-patients  at  Dispensary 

62 

38 

65 

6 7 

127 

105 

25 

9 

19 

7 

44 

16 

292 

Old 

637 

153 

276 

204 

913 

357 

787 

36 

63 

44 

850 

80 

85.5 

48 

21 

30 

876 

78 

3154 

Number  of  first  visits  paid  : Pulmonary 

62 

65 

54 

7' 

116 

136 

76 

54 

*5 

48 

91 

102 

120 

74 

66 

135 

186 

209 

840 

tuberculosis 

18 

* 

iS 

26 

Surgical  tuberculosis 

12 

9 

10 

22 

27 

12 

5 

9 

21 

23 

4 

23 

29 

3° 

x52 

Non  tuberculosis 

15 

22 

28 

31 

43 

53 

3 

2 

1 

15 

4 

17 

2 

2 

8 

7 

10 

9 

>36 

Suspect  and  remaining 

17 

24 

38 

32 

55 

5fi 

14 

1 

*5 

22 

29 

23 

2 

5 

26 

18 

28 

23 

214 

under  observation 

28 

8 

56 

229 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  ea»rly  stages 

16 

26 

31 

20 

47 

46 

25 

22 

8 

6 

33 

21 

1 1 

35 

19 

,,  „ medium  stages 

24 

29 

16 

36 

40 

65 

40 

20 

3 

22 

43 

42 

6l 

32 

35 

59 

96 

91 

377 

lt  „ advanced  stages 

12 

9 

6 

9 

18 

18 

1 1 

12 

4 

20 

15 

32 

4§ 

15 

16 

37 

64 

52 

199 

Unreported  tuberculosis  (including 

13 

17 

25 

24 

38 

41 

58 

35 

46 

79 

104 

"4 

297 

contacts) 

New  cases  under  5 years  of  age 

6 

5 

6 

5 

I 

3 

1 

3 

IO 

8 

19 

9 

29 

l7 

61 

„ ,,  between  5 and  16  years 

1 

5 

31 

22 

32 

27 

1 

. 1 1 

9 

12 

9 

57 

57 

57 

57 

194 

„ „ between  16  and  25  years 

22 

33 

8 

18 

30 

5i 

24 

3° 

7 

8 

31 

38 

l6 

32 

13 

11 

29 

43 

222 

,,  ,,  between  25  and  35  years. 

17 

24 

4 

1 1 

21 

35 

30 

20 

2 

19 

32 

39 

36 

3i 

7 

36 

43 

67 

237 

„ „ between  35  and  45  years 

14 

3 

7 

16 

21 

19 

21 

4 

3 

16 

24 

20 

28 

7 

12 

26 

40 

33 

‘57 

„ „ over  45  years 

13 

3 

4 

10 

17 

13 

12 

5 

1 1 

12 

16 

34 

5 

15 

34 

49 

39 

146 

Re-visits 

780 

601 

429 

465 

I 209 

966 

70 

242 

282 

463 

s52 

705 

257 

193 

220 

444 

477 

637 

4846 

Number  of  contacts  examined 

225 

158 

578 

697 

803 

855 

199 

153 

554 

422 

753 

575 

1 40 

95 

436 

594 

576 

689 

4251 

,,  of  new  contacts 

86 

105 

187 

230 

273 

335 

92 

89 

128 

185 

220 

274 

41 

36 

155 

238 

196 

274 

1572 

„ of  tuberculous  contacts 

7 

17 

30 

33 

37 

50 

8 

5 

12 

1 5 

20 

20 

22 

22 

33 

79 

55 

101 

283 

„ of  non-tuberculous  contacts  . . 

207 

158 

5°8 

594 

7‘5 

752 

73 

69 

IX4 

149 

187 

218 

13 

3 

6l 

73 

74 

76 

202  2 

,,  of  contacts  suspect  and 

17 

25 

45 

37 

62 

62 

37 

39 

38 

63 

75 

102 

2 

4 

29 

45 

3i 

49 

3S1 

remaining  under  observation 
New  cases  probably  due  to  direct  per- 

4 

9 

9 

13 

13 

22 

23 

*3 

6 

15 

29 

28 

2 5 

28 

40 

65 

65 

93 

250 

sonal  or  house  infection 
„ „ aggravated  by  nature  of 

M 

20 

3 

4 

17 

24 

2 

1 

I 

1 1 

3 

12 

23 

4 

2 

5 

25 

9 

90 

employment 

,,  where  patient  is  unable  to 

12 

5 

13 

9 

25 

x4 

9 

10 

3 

15 

12 

25 

x4 

2 

I I 

l7 

25 

■9 

120 

have  a separate  bedroom 

1 

7 

11 

8 

19 

16 

60 

living  under  insanitary 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

7 

4 

conditions 

Cases  in  which  bacteriology  was  em- 

83 

65 

55 

5i 

us 

3 16 

169 

42 

17 

54 

186 

96 

337 

3i 

l7 

48 

354 

79 

969 

ployed 

„ newly  treated  in  shelters 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

5 

68 

6 

5 

8 

73 

IOO 

„ newly  receiving  tuberculine  treat- 

4 

1 1 

6 

5 

10 

16 

1 

1 

27 

ment 

1 

5 

„ for  which  nurses  were  newly  em- 

ployed 

Houses  reported  to  Sanitary  Authorities 

5 

2 

5 

1 

10 

3 

8 

1 

6 

6 

*4 

7 

9 

3 

4 

3 

x3 

6 

53 

i 


Total  Number  ol  sotifled  cases  under  treatment  or  observation  31/12/23=4,474. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  (1912),  961  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the  County,  against  885,  990,  1,163, 
1,010,  1,208  and  1,002  for  the  six  previous  years 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  the  diseases  caused  by 
the  tubercle  bacillus,  chief  among  which  is  phthisis,  or,  as  it  is 
officially  known,  pulmonary  tuberculosis.”  From  this  disease 
there  were  372  deaths  (urban  193,  rural  179),  against  388,  372,  396, 
421,  517,  463,  418  and  390  for  the  eight  preceding  years.  There 
were  83  deaths,  against  79,  in  and  83  for  the  three  previous 
years,  due  to  the  bacillus  in  other  organs  of  the  body.  These 
together  accounted  for  455  deaths,  against  467,  483  and  487  for 
the  three  previous  years,  with  a rate  of  1.07  per  1,000  population, 
against  1.1,  1.1,  1.1,  1.3,  1.6,  1.5,  1.3  and  1.1  for  the  eight 
preceding  years. 

With  regard  to  notification,  this  is  still  in  a very  unsatisfactory 
condition,  but  not  so  bad  as  the  previous  year.  From  the  returns 
of  360  deaths  furnished  by  the  District  Registrars,  13.8  per  cent, 
of  the  deaths  were  never  notified  under  the  Regulations,  against 
22.2  per  cent,  for  the  previous  year,  and  26.3  per  cent.,  against 
21.5  per  cent,  of  deaths,  were  registered  within  six  months  of 
notification. 

The  following  Table,  compiled  according  to  the  returns  of 
the  Registrar  of  Deaths,  shows,  in  percentages,  at  what  periods 
before  or  after  notification  the  deaths  took  place,  and  also  the 
percentage  of  deaths  not  notified  : 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Year 

Not 

notified. 

Notified 

after 

death. 

Up  to  1 
week  after 
notification. 

From  1 week  to 

1 month  after 
notification. 

From  1 
month  to  6 
months  after 
notification.  L 

From  6 
months  to  1 
year  after 
notification. 

From  1 year 
to  2 years 
after 

notification. 

Over  2 
years  after 
notification. 

1923 

1922 

13-8% 

22.2% 

3- 3% 

4- 9% 

8-5% 

4 • 7% 

9-7% 

6-3% 

26.3% 

21-5% 

15.2% 

13-5% 

8.8% 

M-3% 

1 4 • 4 °/o 

12.6% 

The  County  scheme  for  treatment  was  fully  set  out  in  the 
1919  Report,  but  for  the  information  of  new  Members  of  the 
County  Council,  it  is  briefly  mentioned  now.  It  consists  of 

(1)  A Sanatorium  at  “ Hawkmoor/’  Bovey  Tracey,  of  80 
beds  (40  male  and  40  female),  accommodated  till  lately  in  three 
pavilions  and  20  shelters,  with  special  buildings  for  administrative 
purposes.  An  enlargement  has  been  made  by  the  provision  of 
another  pavilion  and  a large  recreation  room  out  of  the  grant 
made  by  the  Red  Cross  Society.  This  grant  was  originally  £ 20,000 , 
but  it  has  now  been  curtailed  to  £6,000.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
accommodation  for  children  (32  beds)  would  have  been  finished,  as 
the  main  part  of  the  wooden  pavilion  has  been  erected.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  Ministry  of  Health  had  decreed,  on  the  score  of  economy, 
that  no  further  work  on  this  should  be  undertaken,  but  as  there 
is  now  a relaxation  of  this  ban,  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  work 
during  the  current  year. 

(2)  A Preventorium—  This  is  provided  at  Sydney  House, 
Torrington,  where  accommodation  is  available  for  40  children, 
who  are  reported  to  be  threatened  with  tuberculosis.  They  are 
commonly  known  as  “ pre-tuberculous  ” cases. 

(3)  Dispensaries.— The  three  Dispensaries,  situated  respec- 
tively at  Barnstaple,  Exeter,  and  Torquay,  have  maintained  their 
usefulness  under  the  administration  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers, 
and  have  conformed  to  the  uses  set  out  in  the  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee,  especially  in  regard  to  their  being 
receiving  and  clearing  houses  and  centres  for  diagnosis  and 
observation,  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  more  and  more  taking 
the  position  of  a consulting  physician. 

(4)  Hospitals. — Advanced  and  observation  cases  are  accom- 
modated at  Ivybank,  Exeter  (20  beds)  ; Whitecliff,  Torquay  (46 
beds)  ; Hawley,  Barnstaple  (20  beds).  There  is  still  a demand 
for  hospital  beds,  especially  for  women,  in  North  Devon,  but  as 
it  is  probable  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  now  sanction  the 
erection  of  the  new  pavilion  at  Hawley,  accommodation  for  16 
women  will  be  available  in  this  institution. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


■■ 

IN-PATIENTS. 

“ Sydney 
House/' 

“ Hawkmoor  ” 

“ Ivybank/’ 

“ Whitecliff." 

“ Hawley  ” 

Admitted 

163 

62 

99 

88 

103 

Discharged  . . 

252 

60 

105 

87 

90 

Remaining  under  treatment  31st 

December.  1923 

68 

20 

42 

21 

41 

TABLE  VIII 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1922. 


SUMMARY  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  THE  PERIOD  FROM  THE  1st  JANUARY,  1923,  TO  THE  30th  DECEMBER,  1923. 


Age-periods. 

Notifications  on  Form  A. 

Notifications  on  Form  B. 

Number  of  Notifications  on 
Form  C. 

_ 1 . 

Numbe 

r of  Primary  N( 

atifications. 

Total 

Notifications 
on  Form  A. 

Num 

aer  of  Primary  Notifications 

Total 

Notifications 
on  Form  B. 

Poor  Law 
Institutions. 

Sanatoria. 

i—5 

5—io 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65 

and 

upwards 

Total. 

Primary 

Notifications 

Under 

5 

5—10 

10—15 

Total 

Primary 

Notifications 

Pulmonary  Males 

i 

20 

19 

36 

56 

92 

65 

68 

22 

9 

38 

402 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

185 

,,  Females 

— 

5 

13 

27 

49 

27 

101 

75 

33 

21 

16 

397 

408 

— ■ 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

123 

Xon-pulmonary  Males 

i 

8 

16 

17 

8 

9 

12 

5 

2 

4 

2 

84 

88 

1 

— 

I 

2 

2 

• — 

3 

„ „ Females 

2 

6 

7 

11 

13 

15 

16 

15 

5 

2 

' — 

92 

92 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 


GENERAL  TABLE  XI. 


Rates  per  1,000  Population. 


District. 

Popula- 

tion. 

(Esti- 

mated  ) 

B 

rtlis. 

Popula- 

tion 

(Esti- 

mated) 

forDeatl 

Rate. 

D 

eaths. 

Principal  in- 
fectious Disease 
Deaths. 

s Tub 

r 

erculosis 

>eaths. 

C 

r 

ancer 

)eaths. 

Infant  Mortality. 
Rate  per  1000 
births. 

for  Birth 
Rate 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

URBAN. 

Ashburton 

Axminster 

Bampton 

Barnstaple 

Bideford 

Brixham 

Buckfastleigh 

BudleighSalterton 

Crediton 

Dartmouth 

Dawlish 

Exmouth 

Great  Torrington 
Holsworthy 
Honiton 
Ilfracombe 

Ivy  bridge 

Kingsbridge 

Lynton 

Newton  Abbot  . . 
Northam 
Okehampton 
Ottery  St.  Mary.  . 
Paignton 

Salcombe 

Seaton 

Sidmouth 

South  Molton 
Tavistock 
Teignmouth 
Tiverton 

Torquay 

Totnes 

2376 

2075 

1458 

14550 

9099 

7918 

2284 

2394 

3488 

7303 

4390 

12830 

2970 

1423 

3051 

8764 

1636 

2928 

I763 

13900 

5880 

3434 

3614 

13050 

2008 

1S19 

5020 

2811 

4309 

9307 

9657 

34 100 
3991 

44 

35 

3i 

262 

i/5 

165 

31 

23 

57 

117 

50 

140 

53 

32 

45 
128 

35 

45 

26 

214 

96 

59 

69 

188 

18 

m 

61 

44 

64 

I35 

158 

488 

50 

18.5 

16.8 

21 . 2 

18.0 

19.2 
20.  8 

13- 5 
9.6 

16.3 

16. 0 ' 
lit  3 

10.9 
17.8 

22.4 
j4.7 

14.6 

21.3 

I5-  3 

14.7 

r5  ■ 3 

16.3 

17. 1 

19.  0 

14.4 
8.9 

9-3 

12. 1 
15.6 

14.8 

14- 5 

16.3 

*4-  3 

12.5 

2376 

2075 

i458 

14550 

9099 

7918 

2284 

2394 

3488 

6570 

4390 

12830 

2970 

I423 

3051 

8764 

1636 

2928 

1736 

13900 

5880 

3434 

3614 

^OS0 

2008 

1819 

5020 

2811 

4309 

9307 

9657 

3410° 

399i 

39 

29 

19 
T97 

1 16 
103 

20 

31 

52 

81 

59 
163 

40 

16 

32 
116 

20 

52 

23 

190 

72 

42 

38 

167 

28 

34 

60 

45 

48 

»4 

112 

517 

48 

16.4 
13-9 
13.0 
13-5 
12.  7 
13.0 

8.7 

12.9 

14.9 
12.3 
13-3 

1 2 • 7 
r3  ■ 4 

11. 2 
10.  4 

13.2 

12.2 
17.7 

13.0 

13.6 
12.2 

12.2 

10.5 

12.7 
13-9 

18.6 

11. 9 
15-9 

11 . 1 

12.2 

11  • 5 
!5-  1 

12. 0 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

I 

1 

2 

2 

2 

I 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

11 

0.8 
o . 9 

0.2 

0. 1 

0.2 

0. 2 

0. 1 
0.4 

1.4 

0.2 

0.6 

0.3 

0.6 

o-5 

0.  1 

0. 1 

0.2 

0. 2 

°-  3 

2 

1 

3 
26 

13 

18 

1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

11 

7 

1 

3 

6 

2 

3 

*7 

3 

4 

5 

10 

3 

5 

6 

4 

4 

5 

10 

42 

3 

0.8 

0. 4 

2.0 

1- 7 
r-4 

2.2 
0.4 

1 . 2 

0.  8 
0.9 
o.6 
0.8 

2- 3 

0.  7 
0.9 
0.6 
1.2 

1 . 0 

1 . 2 
0.5 

1 . 1 

i-3 

0.7 

1.4 

2.7 

1 . 1 

1.4 

0. 9 

0.5 

I . O 

1.2 
0.7 

■ 7 

2 

22 

18 

7 

3 

7 

4 
10 

6 

33 

4 

2 

4 

26 

3 

6 

3 

27 

10 

1 

4 

22 

4 

2 

8 

3 

11 

16 

*4 

65 

7 

2.9 

0.9 

i-5 

i-9 

0.8 

1- 3 
2.9 

1 . 1 

1 • 5 

1 • 3 

2- 5 
i-3 

1 . 4 
i-3 
2.9 

1 . 8 

2 . 0 

I-  7 

1.9 

i-7 

0.2 

1 . 1 

1 . 6 
1.9 

1 . 0 

1- 5 
1.0 

2- 5 

1 . 6 
1.4 
1.9 
!'7 

3 

2 

15 

5 

14 

1 

2 

10 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

13 

8 

3 

3 

12 

4 

6 

r2 

24 

3 

68 

57 

57 

28 

84 

32 

35 

85 

20 

14 

37 

3i 

44 

3i 

44 

38 

60 

83 

50 

43 

63 

62 

44 

75 

49 

60 

Urban 

205600 

3155 

I5-  3 

204867 

2723 

13.2 

45 

0. 2 

233 

I . I 

361 

1-7 

r55 

49 

RURAL. 

Axminster 

9735 

154 

1.5-8 

9735 

11 1 

11 . 4 

1 

0. 1 

IO 

I . O 

IO 

I .O 

3 

19 

Barnstaple 

18270 

298 

16.3 

18270 

221 

12.0 

2 

0. 1 

26 

1.4 

32 

i-7 

12 

40 

Bideford 

6038 

103 

17.0 

6038 

6l 

IO.  I 

5 

0.8 

3 

0.4 

9 

1.4 

5 

48 

Broadwoodwidger 

2262 

59 

26.  0 

2262 

28 

12.3 

. . 9 

2 1 

0.  8 

I 

0.4 

I 

l6 

Crediton 

10080 

186 

18.4 

10080 

120 

1 1 . 9 

8 

o-  7 

IO 

0.9 

8 

43 

Culmstock 

3199 

76 

23-7 

3 199 

36 

I I . 2 

2 I 

0.6 

4 

I . 2 

3 

0 ' 9 

8 

105 

Holsworthy 

6788 

125 

18.4 

6788 

89 

13. 1 

5 

°'  7 

6 

0.  8 

6 

0.  8 

6 

48 

Honiton 

9163 

179 

19-5 

9163 

94 

10. 2 

1 

0.  I 

1 1 

1 . 2 

13 

1.4 

3 

16 

Kingsbridge 

1 1 160 

200 

17-9 

11 160 

139 

I2.4 

3 

0.2 

7 

0.6 

23 

2.0 

*4 

70 

Newton  Abbot  . . 

19890 

374 

18.8 

19890 

256 

12  8 

4 

0. 2 

25 

1 . 2 

23 

1 . 1 

!7 

45 

Okehampton 

132  IO 

228 

1 7. 2 

I32IO 

J3| 

IO.4 

1 

0. 07 

13 

0.9 

17 

1 . 2 

*4 

61 

Plympton  St.Mary 

22100 

380 

x7  • 1 

21307 

279 

13-  1 

3 

0. 1 

25 

1 . 1 

32 

i-5 

21 

55 

St.  Thomas 

26400 

432 

16.3 

26400 

303 

n . 4 

7 

0.2 

26 

0. 9 

32 

1 . 2 

23 

53 

South  Molton 

IOO7O 

202 

20.  O 

10070 

130 

12.9 

4 

o-3 

7 

0 . 6 

15 

1.4 

9 

44 

Tavistock 

1 5190 

208 

13.6 

15  190 

160 

10.  5 

I3 

0. 8 

*5 

0.9 

8 

38 

Tiverton 

14420 

276 

19. 1 

1 4420 

I 78 

12.3 

3 

0.2 

14 

0.9 

20 

i-3 

IO 

36 

Torrington 

8535 

176 

20. 6 

8535 

89 

IO.4 

1 

O.  I 

IO 

I . I 

8 

0.9 

II 

62 

Totnes 

1 1890 

201 

16.  9 

11890 

13 1 

I I . O 

5 

0. 4 

12 

I . O 

15 

1.2 

12 

59 

Rural. 

218400 

3857 

17.6 

2 17607 

2563 

1 1 • 7 

47 

O . 2 

222 

I . O 

284 

i-3 

185 

47 

Administrative 

County 

i= 

424000 

701  2 

16.5 

422474 

5286 

12.5 

92 

0.2 

455 

I . O 

645 

i-5 

340 

48 

17 


(5)  Shelters. — There  are  70  for  distribution  about  the  County. 
They  are  used  for  cases  returning  from  a Sanatorium,  or  for 
isolating  infectious  cases  at  their  homes,  where  the  housing 
conditions  are  unfavourable. 

(6)  Home  Visiting  and  After-Care. — Where  Health  Visitors 
are  available  and  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  requests  their  attend- 
ance, home  visiting  is  done  by  these  officials.  There  is  no  official 
“ After-Care  ” Committee,  but  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  make  use 
of  the  Clergy  and  philanthropic  people,  where  possible,  for  suitable 
cases. 

Nursing  of  tuberculosis  cases  is  undertaken  by  the  Nurses  of 
the  different  District  Nursing  Associations,  when  requested  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  at  a fee  of  is.  per  visit,  not  exceeding 
10s.  per  week. 

No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  with  other  Local 
Authorities  for  the  treatment  of  surgical  tuberculosis  in  a special 
hospital  common  to  joint  Councils.  Patients  who  were  unable 
to  be  accommodated  in  the  County  Council’s  own  institutions, 
have  been  sent  to  one  of  the  following  institutions  : Heather  Tor 
Sanatorium  for  Children,  Yelverton  (6  beds),  Lord  Mayor  Treloar  s 
Hospital  for  Children,  Alton  (6  beds),  London  Hospital  for  Finsen 
Light  (1  case),  and  for  ex-Service  men  requiring  treatment  com- 
bined with  training,  accommodation  was  procured  at  Papworth 
Hall,  Cambridge,  and  Preston  Hall,  Kent. 

In  1921  the  County  Council  took  over  the  administration  of 
Sanatorium  benefits  from  the  Devon  Insurance  Committee.  A 
special  Committee  was  appointed  to  deal  with  applications  for 
extra  nourishment,  surgical  appliances  and  dressings,  special 
nursing,  dentistry,  travelling  expenses,  and  X-ray  treatment. 
Formerly  the  County  Council  provided  all  these,  except  extra 
nourishment,  for  non  - insured  patients;  now  they  entertain 
applications,  sent  in  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers,  for  the  whole 
community. 

B 
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TABLE  IX. 

DEATH  RATES. 


Districts. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  population. 


I9I4 

1915 

I9i6'i9i7 

1918 

I9I9 

1920 

1921 

1922  1923 

Urban 

I . 2 

I .2 

i-5 

1 -7 

i-7 

1.4 

1 . 2 

1 . 2 

1.2  1 . 1 

Rural 

I .O 

I . I 

1. 1 

i-3 

i-3 

1 . 2 

1 .0 

1 .0 

0.9  1 .0 

Administrative  County 

I . I 

I . I 

i-3 

i-5 

1 .6 

i-3 

1 . 1 

1 . 1 

I . Ill  .07 

HAWKMOOR  SANATORIUM. 

Annual  Report  for  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1923. 


Total  number  of  Patients  admitted 

162 

Males — Ex-Service  ... 

58 

Non-Service 

34 

— 

92 

Females 

... 

70 

Patients  on  Admission. 

Males. 

162 

Females 

Under  16  years 

3 

3 

16—25 

33 

42 

25—35 

3i 

20 

35—45 

19 

5 

45—55 

6 

c 

— 

— 

92 

70 

Classification  of  Disease. 


Males. 


Females. 


Pulmonary  only— 


Observation  Cases 

1 

— 

Early  Cases 

25 

16 

Intermediate  Cases 

43 

33 

Advanced  Cases 

22 

18 

Noil-Pulmonary  only — 

Glands  and  Peritoneum  ... 

Nil. 

Bones  and  Joints 

1 

0 

Pulmonary  + Bones  and  Joints 

0 

2 

Not  Examined 

— 

1 

92  70 


Number  of  Patient-davs 
Average  Length  of  Stay 
Average  Beds  occupied 


25,698 

158.6  days 

72  = 90%  of  total. 


Results  of  Treatment. 

Total  number  of  Patients  Discharged  153 


Disease  arrested  or  quiescent 
Disease  improved,  not  quiescent 
Disease  unimproved,  or  worse  ••• 
Died  in  Institution 
Discharged  themselves  too  soon 
to  be  classified 


81 =547  % 
56 =38  % 
11  = 7-3  % 
Nil. 


5 


123  Patients  gained  weight 
Average  gain  per  head 
22  Patients  lost  weight 
8 Patients — no  record. 


153 

971 i lbs. 

7 lbs.  14  ozs. 
hi  lbs.  12  ozs. 


20 


The  new  Pavilion  for  men  given  by  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  provides  16  beds.  These  have  taken  the  place  of  the 
14  huts,  increasing  the  accommodation  by  2 beds.  Some  of  the 
huts  have  been  returned  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
use  of  patients  at  their  homes,  and  some  have  been  retained  for 
the  use  of  patients  employed  as  members  of  the  Staff,  but 
remaining  under  treatment  or  observation.  For  these  the  single 
huts  were  deemed  to  be  too  small,  and  for  each  of  them  two  huts 
have  been  joined  together,  so  providing  them  with  sitting-room 
and  bedroom.  In  this  way  4 more  beds  have  been  added,  and 
the  total  accommodation  is  now  86  beds. 

The  general  tone  of  previous  years  has  not  deteriorated  ; on 
the  contrary  there  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  willing- 
ness  of  patients  individually  and  collectively  to  help  in  all  that 
was  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  Institution.  This  has  been 
specially  demonstrated  by  the  manner  in  which  they  have  taken 
to  the  various  forms  of  <f  occupational  therapy  ” that  have  been 
organized  for  them.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  have 
derived  much  advantage  from  the  employment  of  their  time  in 
more  definite  and  congenial  occupations,  not  only  in  the  greater 
general  contentment,  but  also  in  their  health  ; and  the  increased 
degree  of  working  capacity  at  the  time  of  discharge  from  the  care 
of  the  Institution  will,  I feel  sure,  shew  its  effect  in  future  after- 
history reports.  The  fact  that  some  patients  have  received  bonuses 
for  work  done,  and  that  a few  who  have  shewn  themselves  specially 
diligent  have  received  wages,  has  acted  as  a stimulus  to  others 
and  produced  a spirit  of  emulation  which  is  very  encouraging. 

All  the  departments  of  work  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report 
are  being  carried  on. 

The  Workshop  (now  working  as  the  Patients’  Aid  Institute  ”) 
made  a small  loss  in  its  first  six  months  of  working,  but  this  was 
hardly  unexpected,  as  it  was  bound  to  take  some  time  to  get  known 
outside  and  to  attract  orders  for  work.  Perhaps  the  greatest 
difficulty  has  been  the  heavy  cost  of  the  Instructor,  most  of  whose 
time  is  necessarily  employed  in  work  which  shows  no  direct 
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monetary  return.  It  may  be  found  necessary  to  consider  whether 
this  expense  is  not  one  which  should  be  shared  by  the  Sanatorium, 
inasmuch  as  the  object  of  the  Workshop  is  chiefly  therapeutic. 
Ever  since  the  concern  has  been  in  operation  the  patients  working 
there  have  received  bonuses.  It  has  only  been  possible  to  pay 
them  2S.  6d.  per  week  each,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible 
in  the  future  to  augment  this  very  small  payment. 

The  Gardens.  The  returns  from  this  department  have  been 
somewhat  less  than  those  of  last  year,  but  this  has  been  chiefly 
due  to  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  and  the  very  unpropitious 
season. 

The  Flower  Garden  increased  its  output,  and  considerable 
additions  have  been  made  to  stocks  for  future  use,  but  this 
department  is  still  too  immature  to  show  a profit. 

Fruit  Production.  60  apple  trees  were  planted  during  the 
year  and  are  doing  well,  as  are  also  the  600  small  fruit  bushes 
planted  in  1922.  A further  acre  of  ground  has  been  cleared  of 
ferns  and  nettles,  and  is  being  prepared  for  strawberry  beds  for 
1925. 

Forestry.  3 acres  of  land,  unsuitable  for  other  purposes,  have 
been  fenced  off  for  planting  and  1,500  Scotch  firs  planted  round 
it.  6,500  larch  plants  were  purchased,  but  as  these  were  only 
2-year  seedlings  and  likely  from  their  small  size  to  get  lost  amongst 
weeds,  they  were  planted  in  a nursery,  where  they  can  be  more 
easily  attended  to  until  they  are  bigger.  These  will  be  planted 
out  next  spring. 

The  Poultry  Farm.  This  department  has  done  well  during 
the  year  and  has  provided  occupation  and  training  for  a number 
of  patients.  In  addition  to  increase  of  stock,  both  in  birds, 
houses  and  other  materials,  there  has  been  a working  profit  of 
£25  for  the  year. 

During  the  financial  year,  viz.,  April  1st,  1923,  to  March  31st, 
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1924.  there  has  been  a further  reduction  in  food  costs  per  patient 
day. . In  1922-3  the  cost  was  2s.  7d.  and  in  1923-4  it  was 
2S.  5^d.  This  has  been  obtained  without  in  any  way  reducing 
the  standard  of  feeding.  Costs  of  advertising  have  again  been 
practically  nil,  and  there  has  been  no  extra  cost  in  the  hire  of 
outside  nurses. 

The  outstanding  occurrence  of  the  year  took  place  on  July 
17th,  when  the  new  Recreation  Hall  and  Pavilion  were  opened 
by  Earl  Fortescue  in  the  presence  of  a large  gathering  of 
Councillors  and  visitors.  After  the  ceremony  the  guests  were 
conducted  round  the  Institution  and  grounds,  and  tea  was  provided 
in  the  new  Hall. 

The  Hall  has  now  been  furnished  and  the  stage  fitted  up  with 
drop-curtain  and  movable  scenery  consisting  of  interior  and  exterior 
scenes.  Footlights  and  headlights  have  been  hxed,  also  a curtain 
for  lantern  and  cinema  shows.  Several  parties  of  entertainers  have 
kindly  given  their  services  on  various  occasions,  and  the  patients 
have  organized  several  concerts,  etc.,  amongst  themselves.  The 
Hall  promises  to  be  a most  helpful  addition  to  the  Sanatorium. 

After  History  of  Patients  Previously  Treated  in  Hawkmoor. 

Reports  are  obtained  once  every  year  from  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers  of  all  old  patients  treated  and  discharged  since  the 
beginning  of  1915.  (Those  treated  and  discharged  before  this 
were  not  entered  in  the  Case  Register,  and  there  are  no  records 
of  their  condition.  Most  of  them  appear  to  have  been  lost  sight 
of,  and  it  has  not  been  worth  while  trying  to  tabulate  the  results 
of  those  years.)  Records  are  kept  in  the  Case  Register  of  these 
yearly  reports,  and  the  following  Table  gives  the  condition  of 
these  patients  in  1923  as  far  as  it  has  been  possible  to  ascertain  it. 

considerable  number  of  cases  have  been  lost  sight  of,  either 
through  leaving  the  county  or  changing  their  address.  The  last 
two  columns  refer  to  the  cases  which  cannot  be  traced  for  the 
above  reasons,  and  I have  endeavoured  to  divide  them  into  two 
classes,  viz.,  those  that  I have  every  reason  to  think  have  remained 
well  and  those  that  are  doubtful. 
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Conditions  in  1923. 


Year  of 
Dis- 
charge. 

No. 

Dis- 

charged. 

Full 

Work. 

Part 

Work 

No 

Work 

Dead. 

Untraced. 

Good 

Prospect. 

Doubtful 

Prospect. 

i9x5 

75 

17 

5 

4 

24 

12 

13 

1916 

147 

32 

10 

3 

47 

28 

27 

1917 

196 

42 

32 

14 

53 

35 

20 

1918 

238 

52 

34 

23 

62 

4i 

25 

1919 

209 

50 

37 

45 

52 

14 

11 

1920 

231 

72 

37 

75 

29 

11 

7 

1921 

228 

61 

59 

59 

33 

8 

8 

1922 

204 

69 

68 

47 

11 

3 

6 

J.  C SMYTH. 

Medical  Superintendent. 


GANGER. 

During  the  year,  645  (urban  361,  rural  284)  deaths  were 
registered  from  this  disease,  against  614,  604,  597,  551  and  51 1 
for  the  five  preceding  years  ; giving  a death  rate  of  1.5  per  1,000 
population,  against  1.4,  1.4,  1.4,  1.4  and  1.3  for  the  five  previous 
years.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  death  rate  has  increased. 
No  further  important  evidence  of  the  causes  or  satisfactory  treat- 
ment of  the  disease  has  been  forthcoming,  although  much  research 
work  has  and  is  being  carried  out  by  both  voluntary  and  State 
workers,  but  it  would  appear  that  the  outlook  is  much  brightei. 
Great  emphasis  has  of  late  years  been  laid  on  the  advisability  of 
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propaganda  work  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  the  disease, 
and  with  this  in  view  the  following  leaflet  has  been  prepared  by 
the  wish  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  is  being  circulated 
wherever  possible  by  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses,  etc.  : — 


PREVENTION  OF  CANCER. 


It  has  been  decided  by  the  Comity  Council,  as  Cancer  is  a 
disease  causing  so  many  deaths  annually  (in  Devon  about  600)  and 
the  number  is  increasing,  and  this  disease  is  one  in  which  surgical 
aid  can  save  so  many  lives  if  applied  in  the  very  early  stages,  to 
draw  the  urgent  attention  of  the  public  to  the  matter.  With  this 
earnestly  in  view,  the  following  facts  are  therefore  brought  to 
your  notice,  and  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  impart  the  information 
to  others  whom  it  may  concern  when  opportunity  arises. 

Cancer,  in  its  early  and  curable  stage,  may  give  rise  to  no  pain 
or  symptom  of  ill-health  whatever  ; nevertheless,  in  its  commonest 
situations,  as  detailed  below,  the  signs  of  it  in  its  early  stages  are 
usually  easily  recognised,  and  in  such  cases  medical  advice  should 
at  once  be  sought,  with  a view  to  reassurance  of  their  harmlessness 
or  advice  as  to  treatment  if  necessary.  Special  attention  is  drawn 
to  the  following  points,  any  of  which  might  be  the  beginning  of 
cancer  : — 

1.  Any  swelling  occurring  in  the  breast  of  a woman,  at  or 
after  middle  life. 

2.  Any  bleeding  from  the  womb,  however  trivial,  occurring 
after  the  change  of  life. 

3.  Any  wart  or  sore  occurring  on  the  lips  of  a person  at  or 
above  middle  age. 

4.  Any  sore  or  swelling  occurring  on  the  tongue  or  inside  of 
the  mouth  in  a person  at  or  above  middle  age. 

5 . Any  bleeding  occurring  from  the  bowels  at  or  after  middle 
age,  often  supposed  by  the  public  to  be  “ piles/' 
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6.  Warts,  moles  or  other  growths  on  the  skin  after  middle 
life,  may  from  constant  irritation  become  cancerous  in 
nature. 

Avoid  irritation  of  the  tongue  and  cheeks  by  broken  or 
jagged  teeth,  and  of  the  lower  lip  by  unsuitable  pipes.  Many  of 
these  irritations,  if  neglected,  may  cause  cancer 

The  actual  cause  of  cancer  has  not  yet  been  found,  but  sufficient 
knowledge  has  been  gained  to  prove  that  the  disease  is  practically 
always  preceded  by  some  form  of  mechanical  irritation  acting  for 
a considerable  period.  Common  examples  of  such  irritation  are 
a jagged  or  rough  tooth,  a pipe  with  unsuitable  mouthpiece,  ill- 
fitting  or  broken  corsets,  chronic  constipation,  etc.  In  addition 
to  the  above  there  is  some  evidence  pointing  to  the  evils  of  a diet 
containing  wrong  proportions  and  want  of  freshness  of  animal  and 
vegetable  foods. 

Lead  a healthy  life,  with  plenty  of  fresh  air,  and  keep  the  body 
clean,  avoiding,  and  if  present,  at  once  remedying,  all  causes  of 
continued  irritation. 

This  leaflet  is  not  issued  to  alarm  you,  but  to  encourage 
promptitude  in  seeking  medical  advice  in  such  cases  as  mentioned 
above.  In  a great  majority  of  such  cases  your  doctor  will  be  able 
to  assure  you  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  fear. 


Districts. 


TABLE  X. 

DEATH  RATES. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  population. 


1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

^1920 

1921  1922 

T923 

Urban 

i-3 

1 .3 

i*5 

i-7 

i-3 

1.4 

1-5 

1.6;  1.5 

i-7 

Rural 

1 . 0 

1 .0 

i-3 

1.4 

i-3 

i-3 

i-3 

1.2  1.2 

i-3 

Administrative  County 

1 . 1 

1 . 1 

1.4 

i-5 

i-3 

1.4 

1.4 

1 

1.4  1.4 

i-5 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  same  facilities  for  treatment  were  afforded  at  the  Royal 
Devon  and  Exeter  and  the  South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall 
Hospitals,  and  at  9 Castle  Street,  Barnstaple,  which  is  run  in 
connection  with  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

During  the  year,  71  new  out-patients  and  18  new  in-patients 
were  treated  at  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  against  81 
and  26  respectively  for  1922,  and  118  and  29  for  1921.  45  new 

out-patients  and  6 new  in-patients  were  treated  at  the  South 
Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  against  60  and  26  respectively 
for  1922,  and  54  and  5 for  1921  ; whilst  41  out-patients  and  5 
in-patients  were  treated  at  9 Castle  Street,  Barnstaple,  against  47 
and  4 respectively  for  1922.  St.  Mary’s  Home,  Exeter,  received 
16  new  patients,  against  27  for  the  previous  year. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1923  only  15  (last  year  14)  names  of  medical 
practitioners  have  been  placed  on  the  list  of  those  qualified  to 
administer  Salvarsan  substitutes.  To  these  47  (Exeter  47, 
Plymouth  o)  supplies  were  sent,  as  against  187  for  the  previous 
year. 

During  this  year  846  (867  for  the  previous  year)  samples  for 
pathological  investigation  have  been  submitted  to  the  pathologists 
in  Exeter  and  Plymouth,  whilst  55  (99  for  the  previous  year)  outfits 
have  been  provided  to  medical  practitioners  in  the  County. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  pay  £84  13s.  7d.  (against 
£115  9s.  7d.  for  last  year)  to  patients  for  travelling  expenses  to 
the  nearest  clinic  in  order  that  they  might  receive  treatment. 
Without  this  provision  the  cases  would  probably  go  untreated, 
to  the  detriment  of  their  own  health  and  those  with  whom  they 
are  brought  in  contact. 


6.  ' 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS, 

'['here  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  in  this  connection, 
except  again  to  mention  that  the  proposed  Isolation  Hospital  for 
East  Devon,  together  with  its  pavilion  for  advanced  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  has  been  abandoned  for  the  time  on  account  of 
economic  conditions,  and  the  site  has  been  let  for  agricultural 
purposes. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  details  of  the  provision  of 
hospital  accommodation  in  the  Administrative  County,  and  shows 
how  badly  it  is  serviced,  especially  in  regard  to  any  preparedness 
to  meet  outbreaks  of  Small-pox  : — 


Districts. 


Hospital  accommodation  for  Ordin- 
ary Infectious  Diseases. 


Hospital 
accommodation 
for  Small-pox. 


URBAN. 

Ashburton 

Axminster 

Bampton 

Barnstaple 

Bideford 

Brixham 
Buckfastleigh 
Budleigh  Sal- 
terton 
Crediton 

Dartmouth 

Dawlish 

Exmouth 

Holsworthy 

Honiton 

Ilfracombe 

Ivybridge 

Kingsbridge 

Lynton 

Newton  Abbot 
Northam 
Okehampton 
Ottery  St.  Mary 


Nil 

Nil 

Use  of  Tiverton  Hospital 
Hospital  (14  beds  for  three  diseases) 

Hospital  (9  beds  for  one  disease) 

Hospital  (4  beds) 

Nil 

Use  of  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Field  & two  tents 
acquired 

Would  use  pre- 
sent Hospital 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


do.  do. 

Temporary  (6  beds) 

Use  of  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 

do.  do. 

Nil 

Use  of  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 
Hospital  (22  beds) 

Nil 

Nil 

Hospital 

Joint  Hospital  (with  Rural,  26  beds) 
Bideford 

Use  of  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 
do.  do. 


| Wooden  building 
out  of  repair 
Would  use  pre- 
sent Hospital 
■'  Nil 
l Nil 
1 Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


28 


Paignton 

Hospital  (6  beds) 

Nil 

Salcombe 

Nil 

Nil 

Seaton 

Nil 

Nil 

Sidmouth 

Use  of  cottage  and  Exeter  Isolation 

Hospital 

Nil 

South  Molton 

Part  used  by  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 

Nil 

Tavistock 

Nil 

Nil 

Teignmouth 

Hospital  (8  beds)  . . 

Nil 

Tiverton 

Joint  Hospital  (with  Rural,  23  beds) . . 

Nil 

Torrington 

Nil 

Nil 

Torquay 

Hospital  (30  beds) . . 

Hospital  (8  beds) 

Totnes 

Use  of  Paignton  Hospital 

Nil 

RURAL. 

Axminster 

Nil 

Nil 

Barnstaple 

Nil 

Same  as  Urban 

Bideford 

Nil 

Nil 

Broadwood- 

Nil 

Nil 

widger 

Crediton 

Use  of  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 

Nil 

Culmstock 

Use  of  Tiverton  Joint  Hospital 

Nil 

Holsworthy 

Nil 

Nil 

Honiton 

Two  cottages  for  6 beds 

Nil 

Kingsbridge 

Nil 

Nil 

Newton  Abbot 

Joint  Hospital  (with  Urban,  26  beds) 

Nil 

Okehampton 

Sometimes  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 

Nil 

Plympton  St. 

Nil 

Hospital  (12  beds) 

Mary 

South  Molton 

Sometimes  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 

Nil 

St.  Thomas 

Use  of  Exeter  Isolation  Hospital 

Nil 

Tavistock 

Nil 

Nil 

Tiverton 

Joint  Hospital  (with  Urban,  23  beds) 

Field 

Torrington 

Nil 

Nil 

Totnes 

Paignton  Hospital 

Nil 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Water  Supply. 

With  a very  few  exceptions,  the  urban  districts  are  satisfactory 
in  regard  to  water  supplies,  but  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
rural  areas,  for  nearly  all,  with  the  exception  of  the  villages  in  the 
Newton  Abbot,  Plympton  St.  Mary,  Kingsbridge  and  Totnes  areas, 
depend  on  wells,  the  water  from  which  must  be  very  often  unsatis- 
factory in  regard  to  quantity,  quality  and  distribution  and  it  is 
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necessary,  therefore,  to  persist  in  the  remarks  contained  in  my 
previous  Annual  Reports  : — “ Until  sanitary  authorities  realise  that 
* ‘ an  abundant  supply  of  wholesome  water  for  drinking  and  domestic 
“ purposes  is  necessary  for  health  and  cleanliness,  they  have  failed 
“ to  carry  out  the  most  important  duty  laid  on  them  both  in  regard 
“ to  moral  and  statutory  requirements,  and  no  Medical  Officer  of 
“ Health  should  rest  satisfied  until  he  sees  every  house  in  his 
“ district  so  provided.  The  present-day  water  engineer  is  able 
“ by  means  of  rams,  oil  engine  pumps  and  other  means,  to  overcome 
“ all  the  physical  disabilities  that  existed  in  bygone  days.” 

The  following  list  of  places  in  the  County  are  without  a 
satisfactory  water  supply  : — 


Axminster,  R. 

Barnstaple,  R. 

C rediton,  R. 

Culmstock,  R. 

Great  Torrington,  U. 
Kingsbridge,  R. 
Newton  Abbot,  R. 
Newton  Abbot,  U. 
Ottery  St.  Mary,  U. 
St.  Thomas,  R. 
Tiverton,  R. 


Hawkchurch,  Chardstock,  Stockland, 
Kilmington. 

Combemartin. 

Morchard  Bishop,  Cheriton  Fitzpaine, 
Sandford,  Colebrook. 

Many  wells  liable  to  pollution. 

Marlborough,  Modbury. 
Broadhempston. 

Mile  End  Cottages. 

Tipton  St.  John. 

Lympstone,  Woodbury  Road. 
Willand,  Oakford,  Cullompton. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  rivers  and  streams  in  the  County  do  not  suffer  from 
serious  pollution  to  the  extent  that  exists  in  large  manufacturing 
districts.  The  chief  causes  are  the  effluents  from  sewage  works 
or  direct  sewage  from  villages  or  separate  houses,  and  the  trade 
effluent  from  paper  mills,  tan  yards , • cheese  and  butter  factories 
and  tin  mines. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Sanitary  authorities  of  the  urban  and  rural  areas  have  made 
good  progress  in  providing  the  towns  and  large  villages  with 
drainage  schemes,  but  in  many  of  the  rural  areas  they  are  in- 
complete on  account  of  the  unsatisfactory  water  supply  for  flushing 
purposes.  In  most  of  the  rural  areas  much  neglect  is  evident  in 
the  non-provision  of  a proper  gully  and  slop  drain  for  separate 
cottages. 

The  following  places  have  an  unsatisfactory  condition  of 


sewerage  : 

Axminster,  R. 
Barnstaple,  U. 
Crediton,  U. 

Crediton,  R. 

Great  Torrington,  U. 
Holsworthy,  U. 
Honiton,  R. 

Honiton,  U. 
Kingsbridge,  R. 
Northam,  U. 
Okehampton,  R. 
Ottery  St.  Mary,  U. 


Colyton,  Chardstock,  Musbury,  Stockland. 
Unsatisfactory  outfall. 

Fordton. 

Chawleigh. 


Unsatisfactory. 

Feniton. 

New  outfall  works  required. 
Modbury. 

Westward  Ho  !,  Northam. 

South  Zeal,  Spreyton,  Bridestowe. 
Tipton  St.  John. 

Plympton  St.  Mary,  R.  Brixton. 

Salcombe,  U.  Unsatisfactory  discharge. 

Totnes,  R.  Harbertonford,  Galmpton. 

Teignmouth,  U.  Dawlish  Road,  new  sewer  required. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  some  of  the  urban  districts  unsatisfactory  pans  and  hand 
flushing  arrangements  are  still  to  be  found,  and  without  the 
provision  of  a separate  closet  for  each  house.  In  the  rural  areas 
privy  middens  can  still  be  found,  and  where  earth  closets  (with  a 
bucket  under  a wooden  seat)  are  provided,  there  is  generally  an 
absence  of  any  receptacle  for  dried  earth,  with  the  result  that  the 
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bucket  contains  a foul  accumulation.  Also  no  raised  concrete 
floor  is  provided,  and  often  the  bucket  is  so  enclosed  by  fixed 
boards  which  prevent  the  cleaning  of  the  floor.  In  many  cases,  also, 
one  closet  has  to  provide  for  two  or  more  houses,  which  is  a most 
reprehensible  practice. 


SCAVENGING. 

Much  neglect  of  this  very  important  matter  (owing  to  the 
close  connection  between  this  and  fly-borne  diseases)  is  evident 
in  both  urban  and  rural  areas.  In  the  former,  from  want  of 
proper  receptacles  for  storage  until  the  scavenger  calls,  and  in 
the  latter,  from  want  of  receptacles  and  the  accumulation  near 
dwellings  for  long  periods  of  heaps  of  filth  with  all  its  dangers. 
This  particularly  applies  to  farm  houses,  where  large  collections 
of  manure  are  found  near  shippens  and  dairies,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  health  of  the  people  and  cattle  and  value  of  the  manure  for 
agricultural  purposes.  In  this  connection  much  neglect  in  the 
proper  paving  of  yards  is  to  be  found  in  both  urban  and  rural 
areas.  In  many  cases  it  would  make  all  the  difference  between  a 
sanitary  and  insanitary  dwelling. 


SCHOOLS. 

Although  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  reported 
on  from  time  to  time  by  the  School  Medical  Inspectors,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  these  officials  possess  no  statutory  duties 
in  regard  to  them,  and  it  therefore  behoves  the  officials  of  the 
sanitary  authorities  to  exercise  more  supervision  over  them  than 
over  the  ordinary  dwelling,  for  then  many  cases  of  insanitary 
closets  and  urinals,  absence  of  water  supply,  dampness  of  walls 
and  insufficient  ventilation  would  be  remedied,  and  the  prompt 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  carried  out. 
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FOOD. 

SVlilk  Supply. 

Although  celebrated  for  its  milk  and  cream,  due  to  the 
excellency  of  its  cattle  and  pasture,  this  County  cannot  boast  of 
yielding  a clean  supply,  on  account  of  the  absence  in  many  cases 
of  facilities  for  doing  so,  both  in  regard  to  insanitary  cow-houses, 
means  of  cleaning  milk  utensils,  and  methods  of  storage  and 
distribution. 


Ministry  of  Health  Table. 


Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 


Report  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1923. 

1.  Milk  ; and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


{a) 

Number  of  Samples  examined 
for  the  presence  of 
a Preservative. 

. (&) 

Number  in  which  Preservative  was 
reported  to  be  present,  and  percentage 
of  Preservative  found  in  each  sample. 

Milk  . . . . 320 

2.  (1) 

0.02%  Boric  Acid. 

(2 3 4) 

0.035% 

Cream  . . . . 14 

I.  (I) 

O T 0/ 

u • 1 /O  >> 

2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  ...  ...  None. 

3.  Thickening  Substance — Any  evidence  of  their 

addition  to  cream  or  to  preserved  cream  ...  None. 

4.  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 


TABLE  XII 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  EACH  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1923. 


Districts. 


URBAN. 

Ashburton 
Axminster 
Bampton 
Barnstaple 
Bideford 
Brixham 
Buckfastleigh 
Budleigh  Salterton 
Crediton 
Dartmouth 
Dawlish 
Exmouth 
Great  Torrington 
Holsworthy 
Honiton 
Ilfracombe 
Ivybridge 
Kingsbridge 
Lynton 
Newton  Abbot 
Northam 
Okehampton 
Ottery  St.  Mary 
Paignton 
Salcombe 
Seaton 
Sidmouth 
South  Molton 
Tavistock 
Teignmouth 
Tiverton 
Torquay 
Totnes 

Total 
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2563 

Administrative  County 


39 
29 

19 
197 
1 16 

103 

20 

31 

52 

81 

59 
163 

40 
16 

32 
1 16 

20 

52 

23 

190 

72 

42 

38 

167 

28 

34 

60 
45 

48 
114 
1 12 
517 
48 


2723 


r C 

biO 

O 

CJ 

bo 

d 

'ft 

o 

o 


ft 

d 

o 

u 

O 

Td 

d 


rd 

ft 


d 

<D 

§ 

o 

o 

c 

o 

o 

bO 

_d 

d 

<D 

s 


bo 

rd 

u 

O 

e 


CJ 


< 


ft 

>T 

u 

O 

-M 

(3 


ft 

H 

d 


d 

0) 

ft 

ft 

< 


CJ 


ft 


2 

2 

7 

I 

2 

2 

2 

I 1 

•I 

I 

2 

I 

2 

I 

4 

3 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

3 

1 

19 

7 

22 

I 

12 

27 

12 

10 

I 

1 

12 

I 

18 

I 

3 

12 

16 

4 

ij 

I 

I 

15 

3 

7 

I 

6 

l6  . 

3 

1 

I 

3 

I 

2 

1 

2 

3 

7 

I 

7 

I 

2 

1 

I 

2 

I 

4 

I 

5 

5 

3 

5 

1 

6 

10 

I 

I 

4 

12 

8 

5 

2 

I 

I 

2 

6 

5 

3 

3 

4 

I 

7 

4 

33 

I 

2 

18 

32 

6 

5 

I 

7 

4 

I 

6 

2 

3 

2 

I 

2 

I 

3 

2 

1 

2 

I 

4 

I 

2 

8 

I 

1 

1 

I 

3 

6 

26 

I 

6 

22 

15 

3 

I 

I 

3 

2 

2 

I 

4 

I 

3 

6 

I 

3 

13 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

4 

I 

1 

15 

2 

27 

2 

2 

19 

19 

l6 

16 

1 

2 

I 

2 

3 

10 

I 

I 

5 

6 

I 

3 

2 

2 

I 

I 

16 

I 

I 

I 

I 

4 

I 

4 

I 

2 

6 

■4 

2 

I 

IO 

22 

I 

5 

II 

27 

4 

8 

3 

4 

3 

4 

I 

3 

5 

2 

I 

I 

7 

2 

I 

5 

I 

8 

5 

IO 

5 

4 

3 

I 

3 

5 

6 

5 

5 

I 

4 

II 

I 

5 

5 

8 

3 

1 

I 

2 

3 

2 

16 

2 

IO 

14 

10 

2 

9 

I 

14 

3 

IO 

r.5 

7 

4 

9 

2 

5 

2 

33 

9 

65 

6 

52 

83 

4i 

28 

3 

7 

I 

3 

3 

6 

5 

18 

3 

8 

9 

25 

5 

193 

40 

361 

12 

35 

215 

401 

i59 

159 

I 

I 

9 

I 

IO 

I I 

16 

4 

4 

I 

I 

2 

'22 

4 

32 

2 

16 

24 

18 

3 

2 

3 

3 

9 

2 

I 

6 

2 

7 

2 

2 

I 

I 

2 

7 

1 

2 

6 

2 

IO 

7 

22 

I 

8 

I 

I 

4 

3 

I 

I 

I 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

6 

I 

6 

18 

I 

6 

3 

1 

8 

3 

13 

I 

I 

2 

l6 

3 

3 

I 

2 

3 

6 

I 

23 

1 1 

27 

6 

4 

2 

I 

I 

7 

22 

3 

23 

2 

18 

35 

19 

21 

1 

2 

II 

2 

17 

2 

IO 

3° 

2 

6 

1 

I 

I 

7 

18 

7 

32 

I 

I 

22 

48 

14 

20 

2 

2 

2 

7 

I]  I 

19 

7 

32 

I 

22 

54 

11 

23 

3 

I 

7 

5 

2 

15 

12 

19 

3 

6 

2 

IO 

3 

15 

2 

12 

3 1 

6 

5 

1 

I 

3 

2 

12 

2 

20 

I 

8 

38 

4 

9 

I 

2 

9 

I 

8 

I 

5 

1 1 

6 

9 

2 

I 

9 

3 

15 

I 

I 

6 

22 

1 

2 

5 

15 

2 

13 

6 

53 

3 

I 

179 

43 

284 

3 

19 

172 

424 

102 

139 

10 

33 

5 

21 

15 

78 

8 

I 

372 

83 

645 

15 

54 

387 

825 

261 

298 

115 


129 


-44 


39 


1 

2 

16 

1 

1 

H 

1 

1 

9 

1 

7 

I 

I 

7 

3 

6 

45 

I 

I 

2 

1 

7 

I 

I 

2 

lb 

I 

1 

1 

4 

12 

I 

25 

2 

7 

1 

1 

I 

5 

1 

1 

14 

I 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

I 

15 

I 

1 

I 

5 

3 

19 

I 

2 

2 

I 

36 

I 

5 

2 

I 

7 

I 

3 

I 

3 

I 

5 

2 

I 

1 

3 

4 

2 

13 

1 

I 

I 

3 

1 

2 

1 

I 

15 

I 

1 

1 

I 

2 

5 

3 

I 

1 

2 

I 

6 

I 

4 

39 

I 

2 

1 

1 

I 

3 

I 

2 

23 

1 

1 

I 

I 

2 

8 

I 

1 

9 

4 

1 

1 

4 

5 

I 

4 

45 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

2 

I 

13 

I 

5 

I 

2 

6 

1 

3 

12 

1 

2 

10 

4 

2 

15 

1 

II 

2 

I 

27 

5 

I 

1 

14 

12 

4 

13 

94 

3 

1 

2 

3 

15 

17 

19 

20 

7 

93 

2 

5 

76 

22 

58 

590 

12 

t 

1 

1 

3 

I 

2 

3 

31 

I 

I 

I 

1 

3 

I 

6 

8 

5 

55 

I 

2 

5 

2 

2 

II 

1 

1 

I 

I 

8 

3 

I 

5 

I 

I 

36 

I 

2 

1 

I 

I 

3 

I 

I 

9 

1 

2 

2 

26 

I 

I 

3 

I 

2 

I 

29 

3 

6 

I 

5 

32 

I 

1 

4 

3 

4 

I 

IO 

4 

8 

48 

2 

3 

1 

6 

5 

I 

7 

26 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

I 

IO 

3 

4 

68 

2 

2 

2 

IO 

I 

2 

9 

4 

7 

63 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

5 

3 

3 

27 

2 

1 

5 

5 

I 

4 

41 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

13 

I 

2 

8 

2 

5 

28 

3 

1 

I 

6 

3 

18 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

7 

r 

7 

33 

2 

13 

21 

13 

5 

71 

6 

14 

91 

32 

69 

589 

20 

3° 

40 

33 

12 

I64 

8 

19 

167 

54 

! 27 

1179 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown. 


i 


TABLE  XIII 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

OF  DEVON,  1923. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Sex. 

Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts. 

Aggregate  of  Rural  Districts. 

All 

Ages. 

- 

1 — 

2— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65— 

75— 

All 

Ages. 

0 — 

1 — 

2 — 

5— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65— 

75— 

All  Causes 

M. 

1273 

97 

12 

22 

25 

52 

103 

W297 

289 

376 

1246 

1 04 

21 

18 

21 

42 

1 12 

306 

265 

357 

F. 

1450 

58 

x5 

13 

18 

43 

137 

294 

340 

532 

1317 

81 

18 

16 

25 

5i 

133 

276 

271 

446 

i Enteric  Fever  . . 

M. 

3 

1 

• 2 

4 

r • 

2 

2 

F. 

2 

1 

1 

: I 

1 

2 Small  Pox 

M. 

F. 

3 Measles 

M. 

12 

2 

5 

4 

1 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

F. 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 Scarlet  Fever  . . 

M. 

2 

1 

1 

I 

1 

F. 

1 

1 

■■ 

1 

1 

5 Whooping  Cough 

M. 

2 

1 

1 

7 

6 

1 

F. 

6 

6 

6 

2 

2 

2 

6 Diphtheria  and  Croup . . 

M. 

7 

3 

4 

4 

1 

3 

F. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 Influenza 

M. 

8 

1 

2 

3 

2 

24 

2 

2 

1 

9 

4 

6 

F. 

17 

1 

2 

3 

6 

5 

29 

1 

1 

1 

3 

7 

7 

9 

8 Encephalitis  Lethargica 

M. 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

F. 

2 

1 

1 

I 

1 

9 Meningococcal 

M. 

I 

1 

Meningitis 

F. 

io  Tuberculosis  of 

M. 

97 

1 

25 

33 

3° 

6 

2 

78 

1 

1 

13 

41 

19 

3 

Respiratory  S3' stem  . . 

F. 

96 

2 

19 

48 

23 

3 

1 

IOI 

2 

26 

49 

20 

3 

1 

11  Other  Tuberculous 

M. 

22 

2 

3 

5 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

15 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

3 

Diseases 

F. 

18 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

6 

2 

28 

2 

2 

5 

3 

1 2 

3 

1 

12  Cancer,  Malignant 

M. 

153 

6 

58 

54 

35 

116 

1 

4 

53 

35 

23 

Disease 

F. 

208 

1 

12 

77 

76 

42 

168 

2 

1 

8 

63 

53 

4i 

13  Rheumatic  Fever 

M. 

8 ■ 

1 

3 

1 

2 

I 

F. 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

14  Diabetes 

M. 

21 

4 

5 

6 

6 

13 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

F. 

14 

2 

5 

4 

3 

6 

3 

3 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 

M. 

81 

1 

1 1 

24 

45 

68 

2 

15 

20 

3i 

&c. 

F. 

134 

7 

30 

4° 

57 

104 

2 

20 

28 

54 

16  Heart  Disease  . . 

M. 

170 

1 

5 

6 

42 

59 

57 

196. 

1 

1 

3 

1 1 

55 

58 

e? 

F. 

231 

5 

14 

43 

69 

100 

228 

1 

4 

7 

50 

76 

90 

17  Arterio-Sclerosis 

M. 

79 

14 

21 

44 

54 

1 

5 

22 

26 

F. 

, 80 

4 

21 

55 

48 

2 

5 

19 

22 

18  Bronchitis 

M. 

83 

6 

1 

1 

1 

14 

17 

43 

79 

7 

■ ■ 

2 

8 

25 

37 

F. 

76 

2 

1 

1 

3 

19 

50 

60 

4 

• •;  ■ 

1 

1 

2 

5 

13 

34 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

M. 

50 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

15 

7 

13 

69 

13 

6 

3 

4 

4 

16 

13 

10 

F. 

65 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

15 

17 

13 

60 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

7 

14 

14 

13 

20  Other  Respiratory 

M. 

17 

2 

3 

1 

8 

3 

16 

1 

6 

4 

5 

Diseases 

F. 

22 

1 

3 

9 

9 

11 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

21  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

M. 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Duodenum 

F. 

9 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc. 

M. 

20 

11 

1 

2 

6 

13 

7 

2 

1 

3 

F. 

15 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

15 

1 1 

1 

2 

1 

23  Appendicitis  and 

M. 

11 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Typhlitis 

F. 

9 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

24  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

M. 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

F. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25  Acute  and  Chronic 

M. 

47 

2 

1 

4 

11 

15 

14 

42 

I 

2 

1 

1 

4 

12 

1 1 

10 

Nephritis 

F. 

46 

2 

4 

1 1 

16 

13 

29 

1 

4 

12 

4 

8 

26  Puerperal  Sepsis 

M. 

F. 

2 

■■ 

1 

1 

6 

.. 

6 

27  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 

M. 

of  Pregnancy  & Parturition.. 

F. 

5 

5 

14 

4 

10 

28  Congenital  Debility  & Malfor- 

M. 

5° 

47 

1 

1 

. 

48 

45 

I 

2 

mation,  Premature  Birth 

F. 

26 

: 24 

■■ 

1 

1 

43 

39 

I 

1 

2 

29  Suicide 

M. 

i5 

5 

7 

3 

28 

2 

7 

12 

5 

2 

F. 

7 

• 1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

30  Other  Deaths  from 

M. 

37 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

6 

13 

3 

3 

49 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

8 

18 

5 

4 

Violence 

F. 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

10 

20 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

.. 

8 

3 1 Other  Defined  Diseases 

M. 

255 

21 

4 

3 

4 

17 

52 

56 

08 

280 

17 

6 

3 

4 

3 

16 

59 

45 

127 

F. 

3i9 

13 

4 

2 

2 

2 

25 

5i 

52 

168 

302 

15 

7 

2 

4 

4 

13 

56 

45 

156 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or 

M. 

8 

1 

5 

1 

1 

9 

• 1 

4 

4 

unknown 

F. 

4 

3 

1 

1 1 

i- 

6 

4 
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u 

s 

>N 

3 

to 

2* 

■a 

< 

•5 

Q 

-O 

z 

No.  of  VIhUm  to 

Z 

0 

u 

a 

z 

Z 

f 

Z 

< 

a 

z 

Z 

i 

i 

1 

z 

No.  of  Samples  taken  for  Analysis 

No.  of  Samples  found  adulterated 

No.  of  Seizures  of  unsound  Mca 

Is  the  Dwelling-house  accommodal 

to  the  requirements  of  the  worki 

the  district 

Number  of  new  Houses  required 

reasonable  demands  of  the  district 

No.  of  Houses  erected 

■a 

X 

No.  of  Plans  presented  to  the  A 

approval. 

No.  of  Plans  passed 

No.  of  Houses  condemned  as  bei 

tuman  habitation 

No.  closed 

No,  of  Cases  reported  under  Housinj 

Classes  Act,  1890  and  1909 

■a  15 
“u 

ll 

g! 

= — 

No.  of  Houses  repaired  and  limewa 

Is  lime  for  this  purpose  supplied  b 

:hority  ? 

\rc  there  Building  Byc-laws  ? 

ias  a complete  house-to-house  ins| 

nade  under  the  Housing  of  tl 

Classes  Act,  1909 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  t 

Regulations,  1910 

1 

ra 

j 

e 

O 

c 

- 

! 

Jo.  of  Houses  disinfected 

Jo.  of  Schools  disinfected 

12 

8 

yes 

3 

1,  Chard  Street 

no 

25 

3 

3 

3 

6 

no 

yes 

no 

7 

0 
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yes 
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>4 

-4 
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56 

17 

17 

8 

10 

1 
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3“ 

no 

1 

23 

70 
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2 

57 
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86 

no 

36 

30 

3° 
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21 

no 
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227 

2S 

28 

4 
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»3 
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6 

-1 
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Tl 

4 
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584 

56 
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2 
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26 

no 

yes 
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1 

-1 
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3 
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no 
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■4 
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>3 
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no 
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8 

32 

29 
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7 

I 

13 

3 

57 

8 

46 

6 

25 

3,  Belmont  Rd.,  St.  Brannocks  PI.  & Larkstone 

28 

no 

5° 

17 

IS 

«77 
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77 

4 
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'23 

no 
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5 

19 

3° 

6 

2 

13 

•• 

3° 

no 

20 

6 

3 

12 

yes 
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4° 

20 

5 

35 
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' 

20 

35 
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5 

>3 

29 
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iS 
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16 

16 
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142 
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84 

: 

*4 

5S 

no 

I7 

28 
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26 
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>5 
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no 
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-0 
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32 

33 

3 

3° 

1 
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5° 

no 
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no 
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45 

13 

26 
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1 
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1 16 

20 

no 

10 

no 
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>3 

50 

4° 

36 

9 

12 

So 

no 

23 

7 

6 

24 

9 

20 
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16 

'4 

3.  Alexandra  Road,  Western  Lane,  and  Woolbrook 

4 

no 

r. 

36 

S 

28 

30 

no 

yes 

9 

no 

yS 

yes 

6 

77 

12 

23 

28 

13 

16 

9 

29 

18 

39 

35 
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57 

S4 

24 
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M 

43 

18 
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3 

no 
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7 

60 

7 

57 
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5 

1 

62 

i 
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3 
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5 
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26 

7 
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8 
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7° 
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27 
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” 

500 

5° 

78 
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no 
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7 

1 1 

>4 
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S 
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Legal 

Proceedings 


URBAN 


Lodging-houses. 

Nuisances. 

2= 

2 

i 

■a 

aws  in  force  ? 

O. 

I 

1 

3 

s 

'E. 

c. 

i 

i 

u 

1 
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O 

U 

z 

Z 

3 

0 

£ 
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d 
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d 

■g 

- 

d 
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c 

Z 

z 
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z 

Z 

< 

< 

2 

4 

yes 

*4 

.0 

,o 

„o 

yes 
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14 
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yes 
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74 
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*74 

3 

3 

no 

10 

39 

4 

yes 

78 

57 

7i 

3 
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no 
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1 

1 
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1 

1 
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y“ 

34 

1 7 
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87 
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10 
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> 

22 
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58 

82 
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no 

27 

1 

1 

no 
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no 
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99 

87 
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4 

4 

1 
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1 2 

4 
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1 

yes 

8 

2 
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>7 

2 
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1 
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>5 
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3° 

3° 
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>5 

>5 

1 

2 

yes 

ves 

1 

7 

23 
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no 

no 
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12 

1 

1 

3° 
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23 

5 

23 
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DISTRICTS. 


Offensive 

Trades 

Closets  and  Asiibins 

Railway 

Stations 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Scavenging 

Schools 

Slaughter 

-HOUSES. 

Water  Supply. 

Number 

No.  improperly  conducted 

Are  Bye-laws  in  force  ? 

|No.  of  Public  Closets  and  Urinals  built 

|No.  repaired 

Are  any  more  wanted  ? 

No.  of  Privies  converted  into  Earth  Closets 

No.  of  conversions  into  Water  Closets 
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No.  remedied 

No.  of  houses  without  proper  ashbins 

|no.  of  houses  remedied 
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arrangements  of  the  railway  stations  in  your 

Z 

Jcondition  satisfactory  or  not  ? 

Does  anything  pollute  the  rivers  or  streams  in 

'your  district? 

If  so,  what  and  where  ? 

i 

X 

By  Authority,  or  under  Contract  ? 

How  many  tons  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  ? 

c 

5 

z 

No.  inspected. 

No.  found  in  an  unsanitary  condition 
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No.  of  Visits  to 

No.  found  defective 

Are  Statutory  Notices  affixed  ? 

Arc  Bye-laws  in  force  ? 

No.  of  diseased  Animals  or  Carcases  found  unfit' 

for  human  consumption 

Nature  of  disease  or  condition 

No.  of  Samples  taken  for  Analysis 

No.  of  Samples  found  polluted 

No.  of  Houses  supplied  by  Wells 

No.  of  Houses  supplied  by  suspicious  Wells 

1 

0. 

•u 

1 
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Z 

t 

z 

Who  are  the  owners  of  the  Water  Works  ? 

Are  there  any  complaints  against  the  water 

supplied  as  to  quantity  or  quality? 
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yes 

10 

yes 

„o 

Town,  daily,  suburbs  alternate  days 

Contract 

350 

4 

5 

The  Council 

23 

23 

3° 

yes 

I wicc  weekly 

Authority 

3 

94 
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8 

The  Council 

Vo 

12 

yes 

no 

Twice  weekly 

Authority 

The  Council 
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4 
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Weekly  and  twice  weekly 

Authority 
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Daily 
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Sewage  into  tidal  river 

Three  times  weekly 

Authority 
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24 
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yes 
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TABLE  XV. 

1923. 


BUBAL. 

Axminster 
Barnstaple 
Bideford 
Broad  wood  widger 
Crediton 
S Culmstock 
Holsworthy 
I Honiton 
I Kingsbridge 
Newton  Abbot 
k Okehampton 
I Plympton  St.  A! 

I South  Mol  ton 

I St.  Thomas 
I Tavistock 
I Tiverton 
Torrington 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  REPORTS. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


Dairies,  Milk- 
shops  AND 
Cowsheds 


Chardstock  and  Beer 
Morte  Hoe  Hill,  West  Down 


at  Culmstock 


t ChU lin^t on 
Klnevlelftnton 


ttl>rld(e,  I>ouiUnd,  Hero 


§J« 


Infectious 
Diseases 
(prevention  of) 


Legal  proceedings 


Lodging-houses 


Refuse  from  Woollen  Mills 


e weekly,  Colyton  and  Beer 
Weekly  in  larger  Villages 
3 times  weekly  at  Clovelly 


Twice  weekly,  Salcombc  Regis 

Weekly  in  larger  Parishes 
Okehampton  Hamlets  weekly 
3 times,  twice  and  once  weekly 

r VIIIsru,  foilnlciilly  and  monthly 
VIIUkm,  weekly  and  mini  weekly 

Weekly  in  large  Villages 
Daily,  bi-weekly  and  weekly 


Contract 

Contract 

Contract 


Contract 

Contract 

Contract 

Contract 

Contract 

Authority 


Slaughter-houses 


n 

if 
I 3 
5 § 


Water  Supply 


Sidmoulh  Water  Co.  partly 
Council  and  Private  Owner* 
Council 
Council 

i)  aud  Plymouth  Corp, 

Council  in  some  Villages 
Council  ^ 

Council 


2° 

>>£• 


Yes,  Quantity. 


i,  at  North  Molton. 
>,  Quantity. 


.t  S.  Brent  in  summer. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  specimens  submitted 
to  the  County  Analyst  for  the  year  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Amount 

Samples 

Adulterations 

Prosecutions 

of  Fines 

Article. 

I 

1923 

1922 

1923 

1922 

1923 

1922 

Arrowroot  . . 

1 

2 

Baking  Powder 

13 

18 

Bread 

4 

2 

Butter 

54 

61 

Cake 

1 

Chocolate  . . 

2 

Cheese 

6 

7 

Cider 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  . . 

14 

24 

Cocoa 

16 

15 

Cream 

13 

4 

1 

Egg  Powder 

1 

1 

Flour 

1 r 

1 4 

Ginger 

4 

3 

• • 

Jam 

2 

4 

• • 

Lime  J uxce . . 

2 

, , 

• • 

Lard 

9 

5 

• • 

Margarine 

23 

26 

( 10s. 

Milk 

335 

362 

14 

35 

20 

17 

to 

U20  10  6 

Mustard 

5 

6 

2 

Oatmeal 

2 

3 

Pepper 

34 

30 

Rice 

6 

3 

Sago 

5 

Self-Raising  Flour 

3 

4 

14s.  6d. 

Spirits  and  Beer 

2 

7 

1 

X 

Sponge  Cakes 

25 

2 

1 

Sugar 

18 

16 

Sweets 

17 

15 

Tea 

15 

1 1 

Tapioca 

9 

4 

Tumeric 

4 

6 

1 

Vinegar 

3 

5 

Total  No.  of  Samples 
taken 

i 

1 To 

1 ^ 

663 

48 

38 

21 

18 

£7 1170 

The  rate  of  sample  taken  per  1,000  of  population  was  1.4, 
against  1.5  for  the  previous  year. 

The  rate  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  efficiency 
is  2.0  per  1,000. 

C 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Inspector  of  SVISdwives  and  Chief  Health  Visitor’s  Report  for  1923. 


Midwives’  Acts,  1902-1918. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  midwives  have  notified  their 
intention  to  practice,  against  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  for  1922. 


1923. 

1922. 

Trained 

262 

256 

Untrained 

37 

40 

299 

296 

Inspections. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  948  visits,  against 
719  the  preceding  year,  have  been  paid  to  midwives.  Of  these 
visits,  745  were  to  trained  and  203  to  untrained  midwives.  23 
special  visits  have  been  paid,  against  28  for  last  year. 

Three  women,  who  did  not  possess  certificates,  were  forbidden 
to  practice. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Ten  cases  (urban  2,  rural  8),  against  7 for  1922,  were  notified 
in  connection  with  the  rnidwives.  In  4 of  these  cases  doctors 
with  trained  midwives  were  present  at  the  birth.  Two  cases 
were  attended  by  doctors  and  untrained  midwives.  In  3 instances 
trained  midwives  alone  were  in  attendance  and  early  sought  medical 
aid.  In  one  case  the  patient  was  delivered  by  an  uncertificated 
nurse,  no  doctor  being  called  until  two  days  after.  An  inquest 
was  held  in  this  case.  Five  cases  had  fatal  terminations. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Sixteen  cases  (urban  3,  rural  13)  were  reported,  against  23 
for  the  previous  year.  Five  of  these  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
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medical  men  and  n in  the  practice  of  trained  midwives.  All  the 
mothers  had  ante-natal  infections.  In  all  cases  good  recovery 
was  made. 

Central  Midwives  8oard  (Notifications). 

The  following  notifications  were  received  : — 


1923. 

1922. 

Requisitions  for  medical  aid 

603 

441 

Still-births 

68 

63 

Laying  out  dead  bodies  ... 

79 

67 

Contact  with  infection 

45 

33 

Death  of  Mother 

— 

3 

Death  of  child 

10 

13 

Artificial  feeding 

72 

62 

8 77 

682 

Midwifery  Service. 

Four  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  in  newly- 
formed  districts  : — 

(1)  Newton  St.  Cyres. 

(2)  Ilfracombe. 

(3)  Bigbury  and  Kingston. 

(4)  Newton  Tracey. 

There  remain  75  parishes  (population,  30,008)  without  a 
satisfactory  midwifery  service. 

Notification  of  Birth  Acts,  1907-15. 


During  the  twelve  months  5,587  births 

were 

notified  : — - 

1923. 

1922. 

Notified  by  medical  practitioners... 

2511 

2523 

Notified  by  midwives 

3058 

2777 

Notified  by  parents 

16 

13 

Notified  by  women  acting  in 

emergency  midwifery 

2 

2 

Total 


5587 


5315 
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Noil-notified,  but  obtained  from 


Registrar's  returns 

522 

624 

Total 

...  6109 

5939 

Still-Births. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  were  notified  during  the  year  : — 

1923. 

1922. 

Notified  by  medical  practitioners 

...  152 

149 

Notified  by  midwives 

107 

97 

Toted 

...  259 

246 

In  all  cases  attended  by  medical  men,  a letter 

was  addressed 

to  the  doctor  suggesting  the  application 

of  a Wassermann  test.  In 

8 cases  this  was  considered  advisable. 

In  the  trained  midwives 

cases,  special  enquiries  were  made  by 

the  Health 

Visiting  Staff, 

and,  where  it  was  thought  necessary,  medical  advice 

was  suggested. 

Where  cases  occurred  in  the  practice  of  untrained  midwives,  the 

midwife  was  asked  to  call  in  medical 

aid. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  approved  Stall  for  the  year  was  20.  The  following  is  a 

list  of  visits  paid  by  them  : — 

1923. 

1922. 

Visits  to  infants  under  1 month 

•••  3843 

3764 

Visits  to  infants  1 — 12  months 

...  10988 

15530 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 

...  1123 

861 

Visits  to  children  1 — 5 years 

...  13408 

5684 

Total 

...  29362  . 

25839 

The  rural  districts  of  Broadwoodwidger,  Holsworthy,  South 
Molton,  Barnstaple  (part)  Bideford,  Torrington,  and  Tiverton  are 
still  without  Health  Visitors. 


Maternity  Centres. 

There  are  12  Centres  being  carried  on  by  the  Urban  District 
Councils  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council,  and  2 Centres 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Council,  and  1 Voluntary 
Centre  (Honiton)  receiving  a grant  from  the  County  Council. 

There  are  also  4 Voluntary  Centres  at  work  in  the  County, 
which  receive  no  grant  from  the  County  Council. 

The  figures  below  show  attendances  and  prove  that  the  Centres 
are  appreciated  by  the  mothers. 


No.  of  Attendances  by 


Maternity 

No.  of 

Mothers 

Infants. 

Children 

Centres. 

openings. 

i—5- 

Barnstaple 

47 

1938 

1278 

1145 

Bideford 

43 

1374 

1130 

59i 

Brixham 

46 

957 

372 

936 

Crediton 

45 

862 

385 

589 

Dartmouth 

45 

762 

244 

671 

Exmouth 

43 

1195 

626 

1054 

Honiton 

44 

552 

206 

619 

Ilfracombe 

46 

990 

5i4 

485 

Newton  Abbot 

44 

1132 

507 

774 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

45 

494 

345 

165 

Paignton 

44 

1318 

830 

712 

Plympton  St.  Mary  . . 

23 

281 

166 

95 

Teignmouth 

43 

735 

320 

542 

Tiverton 

47 

740 

564 

376 

Totnes 

44 

290 

hi 

255 

Totals 

649 

13620 

7598 

9015 

During  the  year  1923,  lectures  and  demonstrations  on  matters 
dealing  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  have  been  given  in  the 
various  Centres  by  the  Medical  Staff,  Chief  Health  Visitor,  Health 
Visitors,  and  the  Domestic  Science  Teacher.  These  have  been 
of  much  service  and  greatly  appreciated. 

Supply  of  Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Children. 

During  the  year  323  applications  from  new  cases  and  351 
for  renewals  were  received  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  a 
supply  of  milk,  9 of  which  were  refused.  27  mothers  paid  half 
the  cost  of  the  milk  granted  to  them. 

The  amount  of  milk  ordered  by  the  County  Council  to  be 
supplied  was  18,417  pints,  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £230  4s.  3d. 
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HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 


Powers  and  Duties  of  County  Councils  : — 

1.  County  Councils  may  provide  houses  for  persons  employed 
or  paid  by  them. 

2.  County  Councils  may  provide  houses  in  connection  with 
Small  Holdings 

3.  County  Councils  may  take  action  if  a Local  Authority  is 
in  default  or  take  the  place  of  a Local  Authority  : — - 

(a)  Complain  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  where  a Rural  District 
Council,  or  a non-County  Borough,  or  other  Urban  District 
have  failed  to  exercise  their  powers  under  the  Housing 
Acts.  The  Ministry  of  Health  will  hold  an  enquiry,  and, 
if  satisfied  that  the  Local  Authority  is  in  default,  will 
make  an  Order  directing  the  County  Council  to  do  what 
is  necessary. 

( b ) A County  Council  may,  in  the  matter  of  rural  areas,  apply 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  an  Order  conferring  on  the 
County  Council  the  powers  of  a particular  Rural  Council 
in  regard  to  the  providing  of  houses  for  the  working 
classes. 

(c)  A County  Council,  on  complaint  of  a Parish  Council  or 
Meeting,  or  four  inhabitant  householders  in  a rural  area, 
that  the  Rural  District  Council  is  not  fulfilling  its  duties, 
may  hold  a local  enquiry,  and,  if  satisfied  that  the  district 
concerned  is  in  default,  may  take  over  the  powers  of  the 
District  Council. 
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(d)  Where  a representation  is  made  to  a Rural  Council  in 
regard  to  any  particular  house  that  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation  or  is  an  obstructive  building,  the  Rural  Council 
is  required  to  forward  a copy  to  the  County  Council  and 
also  a copy  of  any  Closing  or  Demolition  Order,  and,  if 
satisfied  that  the  Rural  Council  have  failed  to  take  these 
proceedings,  the  County  Council  may  proceed  to  make  the 
necessary  Orders  and  recover  from  the  defaulting  Authority 
all  expenses. 

A County  Medical  Officer  has  the  same  power  as  to 
representation  of  unfit  houses,  and  the  power  of  entry  for 
the  purpose  of  his  duty,  as  a District  Medical  Officer.  He 
is  also  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Clerk  of  a Rural  Council 
a copy  of  any  representation,  complaint  or  information  in 
regard  to  unfit  houses  and  a copy  of  any  Closing  Order. 

During  the  year  representation  has  been  made  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  in  regard  to  30  houses  as  not  being  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation.  12  were  situated  in  Honiton  Borough 
and  18  in  the  Axminster  Urban  District. 

These  representations  have  been  forwarded  to  the  District 
Councils  concerned. 

Re-inspections  of  houses  reported  were  carried  out  in  114 
houses,  and  of  these  only  17  were  satisfactorily  repaired.  Moderate 
repairs,  but  still  unsatisfactory,  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  36 
houses,  whilst  nothing  had  been  done  in  61  instances.  Inspections 
were  also  carried  out  in  other  areas,  and  the  Special  Housing  Sub- 
Committee  visited  houses  previously  represented  in  Winkleigh, 
Iddesleigh,  Cullompton,  Honiton  and  Buckrell. 

From  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Officials  of  the  districts,  it 
would  appear  that  about  4,058  (urban  2,779,  rural  1,279)  houses 
were  further  required  to  meet  the  reasonable  demands  of  the 
working  classes,  and  to  meet  this  deficiency,  about  826  new 
buildings  only  have  been  erected. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 


During  the  year,  Dr.  Truman,  the  Mental  Specialist,  has 
continued  his  work  for  cases  dealt  with  by  : — (i)  The  Education 
Committee,  (2)  The  Statutory  Committee  for  the  Care  of  the 
Mentally  Defective,  and  (3)  The  Voluntary  Association  for  the 
Care  of  Mentally  Defectives,  to  whom  he  has  made  his  special 
Annual  Reports.  There  are,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  roughly 
about  1,000  mentally  defective  people  in  the  County,  50  per  cent, 
of  whom  (children  between  the  ages  of  7 — 16)  come  under  the  care 
of  the  Education  Committee,  whilst  the  remainder  are  dealt  with 
by  the  Statutory  and  Voluntary  Committees.  Dr.  Truman's  work 
consists  of  visitation,  examination,  classification  and  certification 
for  institutional  treatment,  and  advice  in  regard  to  treatment 
and  research  among  those  in  institutions  and  dull  and  backward 
children  in  school  classes. 


BACTERIOLOGY. 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  specimens  submitted 
during  the  year  : — 

URBAN. 


Districts. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid. 

| 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Cerebro- 

Spinal 

Fever. 

Malaria. 

Dysen- 

tery. 

Totals. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Ashburton 

4 

4 

• • 

8 

Axminster 

9 

8 

. . 

, . 

4 

3 

24 

Bampton 

. . 

2 

. . 

1 

1 

5 

9 

Barnstaple 

47 

230 

1 

5 

14 

95 

392 

Bideford 

3 

26 

6 

5° 

85 

Brixham 

26 

76 

2 

3 

5 

25 

137 

Buckfastleigh 

. . 

4 

. . 

1 

4 

• • 

9 

Budleigh  Salterton 

5 

J7 

. . 

1 

2 

2 

* * 

27 

Crediton 

. . 

16 

, . 

2 

10 

1 

29 

Dartmouth 

2 

29 

1 

3 

13 

* * 

48 

Dawlish 

1 

6 

4 

1 

2 

10 

• . 

24 

Ex  mouth 

18 

36 

7 

1 7 

78 

Holsworthy 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Honiton 

6 

18 

1 

5 

18 

• . 

48 

Ilfracombe' 

25 

40 

2 

3 

10 

80 

Ivy  bridge 

. . 

0 

• . 

1 

4 

7 

Ivingsbridge 

43 

* 

2 

9 

. . 

71 

Lynton 

. . 

2 

. 

4 

2 

8 

Newton  Abbot 

26 

171 

1 

4 

15 

48 

1 

. . 1 266 

Northam 

4 

16 

1 

1 1 

32 

Okehampton 

7 

. . 

1 

13 

21 

Ottery  St.  Mary 

. . 

6 

d? 

3 

1 

TO 

22 

Paignton 

59 

102 

2 

• • 

8 

S2 

223 

Salcombe 

. . 

13 

3 

6 

2 2 

Seaton  . . 

1 

12 

3 

5 

2 1 

Sidmouth 

4 

14 

2 

13 

33 

South  Molton 

2 

r 

4 

7 

Tavistock 

. . 

4 

4 

19 

27 

Teignmouth 

9 

31 

10 

25 

75 

Tiverton 

8 

20 

• • 

1 

7 

35 

1 

72 

Torrington 

1 

12 

5 

8 

. . 

26 

Torquay 

1 

2 

U3 

88 

• • 

104 

Totnes 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 r 

Total 

273 

978 

16 

19 

138 

623 

1 

2 

• ■ 

2050 

D 
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RURAL. 


Districts. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid. 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Cerebro- 

spinal 

Fever. 

Malaria. 

Dysen- 

tery. 

Totals. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Axminster 

13 

4 

14 

31 

Barnstaple 

7 

17 

1 

1 1 

36 

72 

Bideford 

6 

19 

. . 

2 

10 

37 

Broadwoodwidger . . 

. . 

3 

. . 

2 

3 

8 

Crediton 

4 

25 

9 

30 

68 

Culmstock 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 1 

Holsworthy 

. . 

6 

. . 

9 

8 

23 

Honiton 

12 

1 

6 

19 

38 

Kingsbridge 

6 

24 

* 

1 

12 

27 

70 

Newton  Abbot 

6 

37 

. . 

13 

37 

93 

Okehampton 

5 

8.5 

. . 

2 

23 

115 

Plympton  St.  Mary 

6 

46 

. . 

10 

44 

106 

South  Molton 

3 

9 

. , 

2 

8 

2 2 

St.  Thomas 

6 

27 

1 

1 

17 

58 

1 10 

Tavistock 

3 

2 

3 

9 

1 

18 

Tiverton 

2 

25 

2 

13 

3° 

72 

Torrington 

3 

12 

. . 

3 

M 

32 

Totnes 

2 

20 

1 

12 

16 

51 

Total 

59 

386 

2 

8 

132 

3S9 

' 

1 

• • 

•• 

977 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  SPECIMENS,  WITH  RESULTS. 


Districts. 

Diphth- 

eria. 

Typhoid. 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Cerebro- 

spinal 

Fever. 

Malaria. 

Dysen- 

tery. 

Totals. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Urban 

2 73 

978 

16 

19 

138 

623 

1 

O 

2050 

Rural 

59 

386 

0 

8 

132 

389 

1 

977 

“ Ivybank  ” 

2 

• • 

13 

13 

28 

“ Hawley  ” 

3 

29 

77 

109 

“ Hawkmoor  ” 

1 

18 

23 

42 

“ Whitecliffe  ” . . 

i 

41 

44 

85 

“ Sydney  LIouse  ” 

• • 

Totals 

332 

137° 

18 

27 

37i 

1169 

1 

3 

3291 

During  the  year  there  were  478  less  specimens  examined  than 
in  1922,' the  decrease  being  for  those  of  diphtheria,  whilst  there 
were  more  for  tuberculosis  and  typhoid. 
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PORT  DISTRICTS. 

Barnstaple. 

No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  in  this  Port  during 
the  year.  The  sanitary  staff  inspected  40  vessels.  Altogether 
1,018  vessels  with  a tonnage  of  113,498,  entered  the  Port,  99 
of  which  were  from  foreign  countries,  against  749  vessels  and 
a tonnage  of  58,745  for  the  previous  year. 

Dartmouth  and  Totnes. 

During  the  year  515  vessels,  against  548  for  the  previous  year, 
entered  the  Port,  chiefly  to  obtain  bunker  coal,  the  diminution 
being  due  to  a strike  among  the  coal  workers.  26  vessels  came 
with  a view  to  being  laid  up.  444  of  these  vessels  were  inspected 
by  the  sanitary  staff.  2 cases  of  infectious  diseases  (1  malaria, 
1 pneumonia)  were  discovered,  whilst  40  vessels  were  found  to 
be  in  an  insanitary  condition.  Only  2 cases  of  venereal  diseases, 
against  3 and  5 for  the  two  previous  years,  were  discovered.  For 
many  years  there  has  been  no  satisfactory  infectious  diseases 
hospital  accommodation  for  this  port,  but  during  the  year  one  of 
the  river  steamboats  has  been  purchased  and  is  being  fitted  up 
for  the  purpose. 

Exeter. 

During  the  year  153  vessels  (foreign  49,  coastwise  104),  against 
171  for  the  previous  year,  entered  the  port  ; of  these  56  were 
inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer.  No  case  of  infectious  disease, 
including  venereal,  was  detected.  No  isolation  hospital  accommo- 
dation is  now  available  for  plague  or  cholera,  but  other  infectious 
diseases,  including  small-pox,  can  be  dealt  with  by  arrangement 
with  the  City  Council. 

Kingsbridge  and  Salcombe. 

No  Report  received. 
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Plymouth. 

During  the  year  2,195  vessels,  against  2,056  for  the  previous 
year,  were  inspected  by  the  sanitary  officials  ; of  these  507  being 
personally  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer,  against  826  for  the 
previous  year.  195  vessels  arrived  from  plague  and  cholera-infected 
areas,  reporting  sickness  or  death  as  having  occurred  during  the 
voyage  or  on  arriving  at  this  Port.  There  were  501  cases  of 
sickness  notified,  including  cases  of  blackwater  fever,  malaria,  and 
dysentery  and  1 case  of  small-pox  which  was  contracted  in  Persia. 

Of  the  2,195  vessels  inspected,  160  were  found  insanitary,  with 
542  defects,  and  were  remedied  without  any  trouble. 

Teignmouth. 

The  Medical  Officer  reports  that  164  (foreign  82,  coastwise  82) 
vessels,  against  135  for  the  previous  year,  visited  this  Port.  Only 
3 vessels  had  insanitary  defects,  and  all  received  attention. 


METEOROLOGY. 

The  most  interesting  features  for  the  year  1923  were  : — (1) 
The  hot  period  in  July  ; (2)  the  rainfall,  it  being  the  wettest  year 
since  1916  ; (3)  the  low  temperature  of  May  and  November  ; (4) 
the  thunderstorm  of  July  9th  and  10th  ; and  (5)  absence  of  easterly 
winds  and  prevalence  of  westerly  winds  in  the  autumn. 


Districts. 

No.  of 
Rainy 
Days. 

Rain 

i 

inch 

fall 

n 

es. 

Me  a 
Tempe 

m 

rature. 

Daily 

Mean 

Sunshine. 

1922 

1923 

1922 

1923 

1922 

1923 

1922 

1923 

N.  (Ilfracombe) 

178 

209 

33-8 

38.5 

50.6 

51.4 

4.2 

3-9 

E.  (Cullompton) 

187 

223 

37-° 

36.4 

49. 1 

50.1 

3-9 

3-7 

S.  (Torquay) 

179 

188 

36.9 

3i-4 

51  • 1 

52.1 

4-8 

5-° 

W.  (Tavistock)  . . 

216 

2 58 

37-8 

56.2 

48.7 

49-i 

4.1 

— 

S.W.  England 

192 

217 

37-8 

41.0 

48.7 

49.4 

4.17 

4.0 

